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Original Communications. 


ARTICLE I. 


. 


THE MEDICAL EXPERT AND MEDICAL EVIDENCE. 


By M. A. McCLELLAND, M.D., Knoxviite, IL. 


(Continued from page 108.) 
‘* PRIVILEGED’? WITNESSES. 

‘‘ Whatever, in connection with my professional prac- 
tice, or not in connection with it, I see, or hear, in the 
life of men, which ought not to be spoken of abroad, I 
will not divulge, as reckoning that all such should be 
kept secret. While I continue to keep this oath unvio- 
lated, may it be granted me to enjoy life, and the 
practice of the art, respected by all men, in all times.” 
(Extract from Hippocratic Oath. ) 

‘Secrecy and delicacy, when required by peculiar cir- 
cumstances, should be strictly observed ; and the familiar 
and confidential intercourse to which physicians are 
admitted in their professional visits, should be used with 
discretion, and with the most scrupulous regard to fidelity 
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and honor. The obligation of secrecy extends beyond 
the period of professional services ; none of the priva- 
cies of personal and domestic life, no infirmity of disposi- 
tion or flaw of character observed during professional 
attendance, should ever be divulged by the physician, 
except when he is imperatively required to do so. The 
force and necessity of this obligation are indeed ‘so great, 
that professional men have, under certain circumstances, 
been protected in their observance of secrecy by courts 
of justice.’’ (Code of Ethics, Am. Med. Association.) 

‘« A precedent in law is a mighty authority ; and I am 
quite satisfied that a point which has so often and so 
uniformly ruled, will never be ruled otherwise in the 
courts of Westminister Hall. I am also well aware 
that to law, and rules of court, we must yield, or 
the administration of justice would be impeded. But 
although satisfied on these points, [am not contented that 
we should be placed beyond the pale of those to whose 
private and confidential dealing with their fellow citizens 
such respect is shown. I will not go at large into this 
question, my design being merely to draw the notice of 
my brethren to the circumstance, and to put them upon 
their guard as far as possible ; yet will I say, that cir- 
cumstances may occur in which a man of a delicate and 
honorable mind, being the depositary of certain things 
communicated to him, either under seal of professional or 
private confidence, would endure much ere he would 
reveal. It will at once strike the manly mind, that in 
regard to females we might be called upon to reveal that 
of which the promulgation would to them be worse than 
death.’ (Smith’s Analysis of Med. Evidence. ) 

‘“We believe it to be the moral right and duty of 
medical men to refuse to disclose, in a court of justice, 
secrets intrusted to them in professional confidence, and 
we have always acted on such belief. If physicians be- 
come the repositories of secrets, under the full conviction, 
on the part of society, of our moral and professional 
obligations to hold them sacred,—secrets which otherwise 
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never would have been revealed,—who can believe that 
there is any earthly power which ought to wring them 
from us, or which can, if we rightfully understand our 
privileges and duty. If private confidence is thus to be 
broken upon every imaginary necessity, where is the end 
to the mischievous consequences that would arise, espe- 
cially at this day, where every trial is published to the 
world through the medium of the public prints. The law- 
yer is shielded from the obligation of revealing the secrets 
of his client, on the ground that it is necessary he should 
be acquainted with the real facts in the case, for the pur- 
pose of conducting the defense, and because life and 
property are at stake. But we ask, if character and 
reputation are not often of equal value, and whether 
either of the former could be enjoyed without the posses- 
sion of the latter? So also it may be observed, that the 
patient communicates freely with his physician, for the 
purpose of judgment ; no circumstances whatever, will 
warrant their publication to the world. In the case of 
females, such a disclosure would be in the highest degree 
indelicate, and often worse than any punishment that 
could be inflicted.’’ (Charles A. Lee, M.D.) 

Professor Stephen Smith says, (‘‘ Doctor in Medicine,’’): 
‘*In whatever light we view this subject, the fact is 
constantly prominent, that the moral obligation of the 
physician to retain, inviolate, all communications of ‘a 
confidential nature, is undisputed. By the Hippocratic 
oath he is not to divulge what he sees or hears, whether 
in connection with his professional practice or not. The 
code of ethics of the great governing body of this country 
pledges him never to divulge the privacies of personal 
and domestic life, nor the infirmities of disposition, nor 
flaws of character observed during professional attend- 
ance, except when imperatively required todo so. It is 
only in courts of justice that the seal of secrecy can be 
broken, and even here the peculiar moral obligations of 
the physician are acknowledged and. respected.”’ 

On the other hand, Professor Elwell, (Malpractice and 


> 
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Med. Evid., p. 322), says: ‘‘ The discovery, vindication, 
and establishment of truth, and the punishment of crime, 
are the main purposes of the existence of courts of justice. 
For this the rules of law are established, and to this end 
witnesses are put upon the stand, and they are to tell the 
whole truth, bearing upon the case, unless there is some 
special, powerful reason why they should not. 

‘‘The great interests of government, life, liberty and 
private property, all depend upon a well settled system 
of evidence, by the rules of which the whole truth may 
be as surely as possible brought out. Any privilege that 
a witness may enjoy, which permits him to retain in his 
own bosom a knowledge of facts bearing upon the case at 
issue, contravenes the great object of all law, just to the 
extent that this privilege from testifying is permitted to 
reach. As facts are taken or kept from a court or jury, 
the means of arriving at a just conclusion are abridged, 
and from the want of the light of these very facts, thus 
kept out of sight, the ends of justice may be defeated,— 
the guilty escape,—the innocent suffer,—and possibly 
great public interests may be endangered. 

‘*The reasons then, if any, for permitting private inter- 
ests to outweigh the certainty of judicial investigations 
and their results, should, it would seem, be cogent and 
convincing. The justification should be a complete one, 
that will permit a witness to refuse information, essential, 
perhaps, to the just solution of an important issue, pos- 
sibly involving life. This information a privileged wit- 
ness is permitted to refuse to give toa jury. Should not 
such a witness be subjected to the severest scrutiny, and 
confined cautiously and carefully to the exceptional cases 
where it is claimed greater evil will result if the truth is 
permitted to come out? A rule that limits the sources of 
information in courts of justice ; that prevents truth from 
being followed into every channel, and brought forth 
from every lurking place; thus hazarding just results ; 
is an exception and an anomaly in law, and should be 
subjected to all the disabilities of an anomaly.’’ 
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All of which is very true. But, if on the grounds of 
public policy, attorneys are not permitted to disclose the 
secrets of their clients, in respect to property and reputa- 
tion, on the same grounds physicians should have accord- 
ed to them the same right. To the statement that the 
object of the rule is to require that the ‘* entire profes- 
sional intercourse between client and attorney, whatever 
it may have consisted in, should be protected by profes- 
sional secrecy,’? we may reply, the same reason applies 
with equal force to the patient and physician. To the 
statement that the attorney stands in the place of the 
client, we say no, no more so than the physician does who 
has received statements from his patient, the better to 
draw his diagnosis and to determine his treatment. ‘‘No 
interest, therefore, but that of the client, permits the 
attorney to refuse to give in his testimony in the case, and 
this interest, it is said, ‘comprehends the entire profes- 
sional intercourse between client and attorney, whatever 
it may have consisted in.’’’ (Elwell.) It is only the 
interest of the patient that the physician would subserve 
by the adoption of the same rule in his case. Mr. Chief 
Justice Shaw says: ‘‘ So strictly is the rule held, that the 
privilege extends only to communications made by client 
to his attorney for the purpose of obtaining legal advice.”’ 
This is all that physicians ask. 

This right is now recognized by statutory enactments in 
some of the States. 

Confidential Communications.—** No person authorized 
to practice physic or surgery shall be compelled to dis- 
close any information which he may have acquired from 
his patient while attending him in a professional charac- 
ter, and which information was necessary to enable him 
to prescribe as a physician, or do any act for him asa 
surgeon.”’ (Ark. Statutes, ch. 181, § 21.) 

So also in California, (Cal. Stat., Hittell’s ed., 1850-64, 
§ 398,) ‘a licensed physician or surgeon may be exam- 
ined, but only with ‘consent’ of patient.” 
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So also in Michigan: ‘‘ No person duly authorized,”’’ 
etc., etc., as in Arkansas. 

Minnesota has a statute similar to California, limited, 
however, to ‘‘ civil actions.’’ (Ordronaux Jurisp. of Med.) 

Let us hope that the same equitable provisions will 
soon obtain in other States. In the meantime it must 
be remembered that ‘‘no matter how sacred the trust 
a confidential communication made to a physician 
or a divine, the law forces a disclosure.’’ Whether the 
matter is relevant or not, is for the consideration of the 
presiding judge, the witness under no circumstance is to 
refuse the answer, on the ground of irrelevancy. ( Wright 
v. Wilkes, Taylor’s Med. Jurisp., ed. by Penrose, p. 42.) 

The witness has an unquestionable right to express his 
opinion in his own way ; he is not on the stand to answer 
any and every question counsel put to him ; especially he 
is not to answer by ‘yes’ and ‘no’ without the privilege 
of explaining it. The bluster of counsel on these occa- 
sions may be quietly ignored. The court will sustain him 
in his endeavor to make himself thoroughly understood. 
This rule is to be particularly observed in ‘‘ hypothetical ”’ 
cases, where the form of the question is only limited by 
the ingenuity of the counsel. Do not form an opinion on 
a few selected facts. 

The witness is to open to the jury the most ample view 
of all the facts which belong to the disputed transaction. 
Many facts, from their very nature, absolutely exclude 
direct evidence to prove them. Thus it is in questions of 
skill and judgment, the knowledge of the relations must 
be derived from those who are possessed of the proper 
qualifications for forming a conclusion on the subject. 
Juries in general are to form conclusions by aid of their 
own experience, but in this class of cases they cannot be 
presumed to possess that experience which will enable 
them to draw correct inferences from the circumstances, 
hence the expert is called, in order to obtain those infer- 
ences that only a few persons, exercising a particular 
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science, art or profession, are capable of drawing, and he 
will not be permitted to refuse to testify on any claim of 
privilege whatever. 

INQUESTS. 

In service before a coroner’s jury, the medical witness 
should never give an opinion without demanding and 
obtaining the privilege of making a post mortem exam- 
ination. For making this it is his right to demand and 
receive a fair compensation. As this is one of the medico- 
legal duties the general practitioner will most frequently 
be called upon to perform, directions in detail as to the 
best manner of performing it will not be out of place in 
this connection. In such examinations two physicians 
should be associated, inasmuch as the details are so 
minute that no mind could retain them all, therefore one 
should make a written record as the dissections are 
made by the other ; notes should be examined and cor- 
rected immediately. Such notes would not be evidence, 
but the physician could use them to refresh his memory. 
In respect to whether these notes could be copied, and 
the copy thus used, there is some difference of opinion. ° 
It is usual not to permit such copy. In respect to the 
necessity for such notes, it is to be remembered that in 
many cases the medical witness’ duties do not close with 
his appearance before the coroner. He will frequently 
have to appear, farther, before the criminal court, and 
there testify as to professional opinions, deduced from 
the appearances he has observed. 

POST MORTEM EXAMIMATIONS. 

In an inspection of a body found dead the memoranda 
should show the date and place of examination. The 
following plan adopted from CASPAR, covers the essential 
points of such an examination : 

EXTERNAL APPEARANCES, 
1. Note the external appearance; apparent age ; 
quantity and color of the hair; color of the eyes. 
2. Position of the tongue. 
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3. Foreign bodies in the mouth, ears, nose and other 
natural passages. 

4. Rigor mortis. 

5. Color of body in respect to post mortem changes, 
putrefaction, post mortem stains,* tattoo marks, scars and 
condition of skin, as cutis anserina, etc. 

6. QCidema, emphysema. 

7. Suspicious marks, whether} ecchymotic or post 
mortem. 

8. Appearances of posterior surface of body, hands 
and feet. 

9. Appearance of neck and sexual parts. 

INTERNAL INSPECTION, 
1. CRANIAL CAVITY. 
10. Condition of soft parts covering the skull, and 
condition of skull bones. 

1. Condition of meninges. 

12. Condition of brain as respects softening, conjestion, 
extravasation of blood, and tumors. 

13. Condition of the ventricles, choroid plexus, 
sinuses. 

14. Condition of cerebellum, pons varolii and medulla. 

15. Condition of basis cranii. 

.2. THORAX. 

16. Position of the different organs, adhesions, color, 
extravasation or effusion. 

17. Condition of the large blood vessels. 

18. Pericardium, coronary veins, and condition of 
cavities of the heart. 

19. Appearance and contents of larynx and trachea. 

20. Condition and contents of cesophagus. 


* “ No incision into a post mortem stain, be it ever so deep or bold, will 
ever give vent to effused fluid or coagulated blood ; at the most there will be 
but a few bloody points, the result of cutting across some small veins of the 
skin, whilst in the smallest ecchymosis the effused blood will at once be 
brought to light by the incision.” (Caspar, vol. 1, p. 19, New Sydenham 
Soc. Pub.) 
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21. Condition of pleural cavities, in respect to effusions 
and adhesions. 

3. ABDOMINAL VAVITY. 

22. Organs, position and contents of; ulcerations, 
tumors, or perforations. 

23. Pancreas. 

24. Liver, gall bladder, condition and contents. 

25. Spleen. 

26. Mesenteries and omenta. 

27. Kidneys, conjested, fatty, waxy, etc. 

28. Bladder and its contents. 

29. Vena cava, aorta. 

At the close of the examination express briefly the 
opinion that— 

1. The deceased died of ——— or from ———. 

2. The probable time of death. 

3. Explanation of ‘any unnatural marks or appear- 
ances, whether sufficient to cause death. 

It may not be necessary to add that the physician is not 
to hazard an opinion, in a case of suspected poisoning, 
from a mere inspection of the stomach, as to the causes 
giving rise to the appearances observed. It might be 
replied to a question, that the appearunces might depend 
upon poison, but that is a question to be decided by 
chemical analyses. 

In drawing up reports and in giving opinions orally, 
physicians are too apt to give the remote rather than the 
present cause of the appearances presented upon post 
mortem examination. Thus the stomach of one supposed 
to be poisoned is found to have patches of inflammation 
scattered over its internal surface, and the physician, if 
not very careful, will say or write, ‘‘ the appearances are 
of poison,’ when he should have said ‘‘ appearances of 
inflammation ”’ of the stomach. 


CHEMICAL ANALYSES. 


In respect to chemical analyses in cases of poisoning, 
general practitioners have but little if anything to do. 
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This is the province ordinarily of the analytic chemist, 
who is presumed to have all the apparatus needed for 
making such analyses. A theoretical knowledge of the 
processes in such analyses is however expected of the 
medical expert. There are duties, however, in this con- 
nection that fall to the physician alone, the proper per- 
formance of which will not only reflect honor upon him, 
but will favor the ends of justice. This duty relates to 
the symptoms during the last illness, and to the perform- 
ance of the post mortem examination, and the proper 
preservation of such parts of the body as are deemed 
necessary to be examined. ; 

It will frequently happen that the physician who is 
called upon to make the post mortem examination, has 
attended the dead person through his last illness, he 
should therefore be well informed as to what are the evi- 
dences of poisoning in the living body. When did the 
symptoms he was called to treat first manifest themselves, 
and was the individual in good health immediately prior 
to the present illness? Did these symptoms occur imme- 
diately or soon after eating or drinking, and did others 
partake of the food or drink at the same time? If so, are 
they affected similarly? In irritant poisoning, pain, 
vomiting, and purging, are the first prominent symptoms. 
In what order did they occur? Ina recent trial for mur- 
der by poisoning, it was intended by the defense to make it 
appear that the symptoms during life were to be referred 
to cholera morbus, which, at the time of the death, 
was prevalent in the community. But in cholera morbus 
the vomiting and purging are simultaneous. Cholera also 
in its malignant form may rapidly end in death, but it 
should be remembered that its symptoms are directly the 
reverse of irritant poisoning. 

Inquiry should be instituted as to the habit, idiosyn- 
cracy or recent disease that may have been present. 

I have had recently a patient under my charge for 
glaucomatous symptoms, who regularly used sixty grains 
of morphine every seven days, or a trifle more than the 
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third of a grain an hour, an amount sufficient to bring 
about, as a rule, a fatal narcotism in one not used to the 
drug. On the other hand, Dr. Christison relates the case 
of a person unacustomed to the use of opium, who took 
nearly an ounce of good laudanum without any effect. 
This same idiosyncracy may convert substances used as 
food, harmless in themselves, into virulent poisons. I am 
one of those unfortunates who dare not eat oysters. 
Their injestion is uniformly followed by an irruption of 
urticaria, cramp in the stomach, vomiting and purging, 
accompanied by a decided chill, and excruciating intes- 
tinal pain. Muscles, fish, pork, mushrooms, have been 
observed to give rise to the same train of symptoms in 
others. Hasty conclusions should therefore not be pub- 
lished, for symptoms alone should never decide the ques- 
tion. ‘‘At best they only justify an opinion in favor of 
poisoning as probable.”’ 

What are poisons? The definition given by Dr. Guy 
would seem to answer the inquiry so completely that I 
here give it. He says: ‘‘ A poison is any substance or 
matter, solid, liquid or gaseous, which, when applied to 
the body outwardly, or, in any way introduced into it, 
without acting mechanically, but by its own inherent 
qualities, can destroy life.’ The term is an abstract one, 
like a ‘‘deadly wound,” ‘‘insanity,’’ and such like 
terms, which nearly every one thinks he has a definition 
for. The above is not free from criticism, but for all prac- 
tical purposes it is sufficient. 

The expert’should make himself familiar with a brief 
yet comprehensive classification of poisons. That given 
by Dr. Guy is here given in.a tabulated form. 

POISONS. 


{ a. Irritant. 
| b. Affecting the brain. 


ja. Corrosive. > Organic. c. Affecting the spinal cord. 


.. Inorganic, } b. Irritant. 


d. Affecting the heart. 
e. Affecting the lungs. 


(To be continued.) 














172 CHICAGO MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


ARTICLE II. 


ALCOHOL — ITS THERAPEUTIC ACTION AND 
REMEDIAL AGENCY. 


Read before the Woodford County Medical Society, at its Semi-Annual Meeting, at 
Minonk, January 5th, 1875. 


By JAS. 8S. WHITMIRE, M.D., Meramora, It: 


Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Society: At our 
last Annual Meeting, at El Paso, I was designated, by 
our President, to submit a report at this meeting upon 
the therapeutic and remedial agency of alcohol in the 
treatment of disease. I cannot promise you that this 
much-abused article—as a beverage, by its recipients, 
and, also, abused on account of its use by another class, 
who conceive it to be the refinement of abomination, on 
the one hand; and on the other, by a different: class and 
for greatly different reasons, laud its virtues to the skies 
as a therapeutic and remedial agent—will receive anything 
like a complete and critical examination, in all its bear- 
ings in regard to its effects on the economy by me, because 
our ablest therapeutists and most learned physiologists 
and pathologists have not, as yet, fairly settled the ques- 
tion as to whether the action of alcohol, in any of its 
yarious forms, is a heater or a cooler upon the animal 
organism. In other words, whether it is.a promoter of 
life force by its oxydation in the blood and tissues, or, 
whether its ultimate effects are not to produce enerva- 
tion by the direct poisoning of the blood and tissues of 
the body, the obstruction of molecular changes, and less- 
ening the natural secretions of the glandular system. 
In regard to the mooted question, with respect to its 
pernicious or other effects upon the healthy animal 
organism, when its use is abused, or even when tem- 
perately used, I am not called upon in this connection 
to either advocate or condemn, because there will always 
be an abundance of controversy among enthusiasts, pro 
and con, in regard to it. I am called upon, however, i 
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this place to inquire into its therapeutic action and cura- 
tive agency in disease, and while my investigations may 
compel me to treat somewhat of its physiological action 
on the economy in disease, it is more than probable that 
my conclusions may be neither agreeable nor satisfactory 
to either of the exclusive factions. 

There are two theories in regard to the therapeutic 
action of alcohol—one, that it is a direct and positive 
stimulant, and the other, that it is a sedative by pro- 
ducing paresis, or want of sensibility, in the vaso motor 
system. In regard to these, they may both be right 
in one sense, and both wrong in another, according to 
circumstances, and because of the conditions under 
which it may be administered. The stimulant theory 
is supported on the ground that it gives increased force 
and frequency to the heart’s action; that additional 
energy is transmitted to the muscular system, and that 
it produces temporary exaltation in the mental faculties. 
On the other hand, it is claimed, notwithstanding the 
effects mentioned as favoring the stimulant theory, that 
these apparent effects may be accounted for on different 
and more rational grounds than that of direct stimulation, 
and these are, that alcohol possesses a food-producing 
force, and indirectly nutritious qualities, which, by pro- 
moting digestion and sanquification, prompts a more 
thorough appropriation of food to nutrition ; and that the 
saving thus effected to the general system, more than 
counterbalances the waste of the tissues which is implied 
by increased vital action. From the direct effect of alco- 
hol upon the general system, and especially that of the 
nervous functions, there is produced a paresis of the 
‘apillary vessels, and more especially of the cutaneous 
surface, which is propagated specially through the vaso 
motor tract. On account of this want of excitability of 
the capillaries, they become abnormally filled with blood, 
which is only relieved by a great increase of cutaneous 
transpiration, and also by increased exhalation from the 
lungs ; these both being cooling processes, the tempera- 
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ture of the body is kept in its normal condition ; hence 
the apparently stimulating effect produced by liberal— 
but not too abundant—potations of alcohol are entirely 
counterbalanced through and by natural chemico-physi- 
ological law. 

Alcohol is considered by Dr. Pavy, of London, who 
has written a late work on Dietetics, as intermediate, as 
food, for the production of life force, between the 
hydrocarbons, or fats, and the carbo-hydrates, as starch 
and sugar. Healso accepts the demonstrations made by 
Anstie, Dupre and others, which establish the fact that 
ingested alcohol is practically and wholly destroyed 
within the system, hence, his obvious conclusions are, 
that if this be the case, it may be fairly assumed that 
the destruction of alcohol in the system is attended 
with oxydation, and hence, a corresponding liberation of 
force, unless, indeed, it should undergo some peculiar 
change or metamorphosis into a principle to be tempo- 
rarily retained, but, nevertheless, ultimately to be called 
upon by the requirements of the system and applied 
in force production. 

In this day of scientific research, investigation and 
progress, it will not do to assume a certain state of facts 
to be true, and then because a certain class of conditions 
exist, go to work and construct a theory from these con- 
ditions that goes to show or support the truth of the 
original assumption. That day has passed away with 
many unfounded theories of the past, and a new era has 
been ushered in, where everything, material and appa- 
rently immaterial, must be placed in the chemist’s cruci- 
ble, and subjected to the heat of intellectual fire, where 
it is purified, and separated into its ultimate elements 
and original constituents by the magnetic battery of rea- 
son, before a fact is established, upon the basis of which 
we may establish axioms. When once our axioms are 
constructed by such process, we then have unqualified 
data from which we may deduce our theories, and from 
which rational deductions must necessarily result. 
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Hence, in our day the therapeutic and physiological 
action of alcohol upon the animal organism, either in 
health or disease, is no longer hypothetical, but its mode 
and manner of action is a fact fixed and proven to exist, 
not only by philosophical experiment, but also by its 
chemico-physiological relations to vital force. Experience 
had long since taught the early members of our profession 
that alcohol, in its various forms, was not only a certain 
but a powerful remedial agent in the treatment of the 
low grades of fever, and also, in acute diseases where 
the lamp of life was barely flickering with a sickly flame, 
when nervous prostration and want of vital force was 
the principal impediment to recovery ; but it was not till 
within the last decade that chemico-physiological research 
has demonstrated the true position that it occupies as a 
remedial and restorative agent, by the minute and search- 
ing investigation of its chemical affinities in the living 
organism and the relations that it holds to other ingesta 
that is common for the nutrition of man. Within this 
very brief period, we have demonstrated the why, the 
wherefore, and the very nature of its action on the econ- 
omy in both health and disease, and had pointed out to 
us the various conditions that are appropriate for its 
remedial adminstration ; and hence, we may now pre- 
scribe it with an almost mathematical precision and 
certainty as to its ultimate results ; therefore we no longer 
grope our way in the dark as those who preceded us were 
compelled to do, administering alcohol and other drugs 
simply and purely upon theoretical grounds. Now, when 
we see our patients lingering for the want of vital force ; 
when we find them dull and stupid and in a condition of 
low muttering delirium, with subsultus tendinum from 
inanition, or nervous exhaustion, it matters not what the 
cause of the prostration may have been, we know from 
the condition present, and in connection with physical 
diagnosis, that our patient needs nourishment in connec- 
tion with alcohol in some of its forms, in order that the 
latent fires pent up in the organism may be made to burn 
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and rehabilitate the vital forces. He needs food for the 
muscular tissue to supply the waste ; food for the cellular 
and connective tissues to supply their decay ; food for 
the osseous or bony structure, to rebuild its wasting 
strength ; and phosphorized food for the nervous system 
to rekindle its rapidly waning magnetic fire and restore 
its wonted functions. In the condition that we now find 
our patients, we know what they need, and the thing to be 
accomplished is, to see that the necessary nourishment for 
all these tissues is provided in abundance, and properly 
prepared for such digestion as the stomach is capable of 
performing, and made ready for assimilation. When 
this is once accomplished, the tissues of the body, which 
have been undergoing continual waste and disintegration, 
will be reconstructed by the appropriation of this food 
to the several tissues, according to their wants. The 
breaking down and building up of these different struc- 
tures, you are aware, are accomplished by vitalized 
molecular change and interstitial development of new 
cell structure. These things must all be accomplished 
through and by the integrity of the vital forces, and these 
forces must be kept alive by ingesta that contain a heat- 
producing force or power. Itis then apparent that some 
of the alcoholic beverages, along with the simplest char- 
acter of nitrogenized food that contains principles that are 
the most easily oxydized, should comprise our selections 
for this purpose ; because, in the chemico-vital union of 
that element (oxygen) with all the carbonaceous and effete 
matters of the system, from whatever source they may 
have been derived, heat, and consequently vital force, is 
evolved, and this is taking place in every organ and tissue 
of the body continually, in the living organism. There- 
fore, it is through this vivifying, life-giving and _life- 
sustaining principle (oxygen) that the rudimentary 
construction cells are formed, and that are continually 
forming in every structure, organ and tissue of the body 
and preparing to take the place, by assimilation, of those 
parts that have served their purpose, broken down and 
been carried out of the economy as of no further use. 
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From the careful study and investigation of the forego- 
ing facts, in all their rational bearings, it may be seen that 
invalids and aged persons who contain a large amount of 
latent or undeveloped force or power, may be greatly 
benefited by the moderate use of some one or another of 
the milder alcoholic beverages ; because, as we stated in 
the beginning of this paper, these beverages, used in 
proper moderation, and under appropriate restrictions, 
facilitate digestion by their temporary stimulation, and 
remotely, they furnish some nutriment upon which 
vitality feeds, and by its own destruction by oxydation 
facilitates sanguification, and thus causing a more 
thorough appropriation of food to nutrition. Therefore, 
these invalids and aged persons, by the use of these 
beverages, will have their nutrition increased, their 
warmth promoted, and consequently their latent force 
or power developed and brought into action, and their 
moving, working, active power, whether it be mental or 
physical power, greatly augmented. This being the case, 
—I may say the facts in the premises, —who is there in 
these days of enlightened reason, who is bold enough to 
discard this powerful restorative agent, (alcohol in its 
various dilute forms), in the promotion of health and 
longevity, from our catalogue of medicaments, or 
even from our list of nutritive dietetics and restoratives ¢ 
Enthusiasts may prescribe its use under any circum- 
stances ; zealots may consign it to the halls of pandemo- 
nium; but enlightened reason will always pronounce a 
benediction upon it. 

It is argued as against the use of alcohol as a medical 
agent, that it is apt to create an unnatural appetite in the 
recipient for the habitual and unnecessary use of the 
article, and that in such case there will result a lasting 
and untold evil to the individual; and besides, it would, 
by example, spread a baleful influence in the society 
where it was used. This may be all true as a matter of 
fact, but I apprehend that in 99 per cent. of all the indi- 
viduals who abuse the use of alcoholic liquors, they have 
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learned to crave it from a habit contracted from other 
sources than that of the educated physician. That the 
habitual use of alcohol, when it is not absolutely needed 
to accomplish some needed purpose in the economy, is 
detrimental to health, there can be no doubt; but that it 
is so certain to create an abnormal and insatiable appetite 
that it will lead to its abuse, is more problemetical — 
it is simply hypothetical ; and for this reason we cannot 
afford to give up a positive and substantial good for fear 
of an imaginary evil. 

In this connection we have only been called upon to 
inquire into the remedial agency of alcohol in disease, 
and the conditions under which it exerts its most favor- 
able influence as a therapeutic agent, and to illustrate the 
most probable theory of its action as a force producing 
power. This we have endeavored to do to the best of our 
ability, and we are satisfied with the conclusions to which 
we have arrived. And in this connection we will simply 
remark that the evil effects that result from the abuse of 
any powerful agent can never be allowed as an argument 
against its use; but the evils produced by the abuse of 
aleoholic beverages are incalculable—they are beyond 
computation, and their influence is felt for the worse in the 
degradation of individuals in every community. Against 
this evil we can only point out its dangers by pointing to 
the utter ruin produced by their indiscriminate and 
unnecessary use ; and against its use we may encourage 
philanthropy and morality to continue their crusade even 
to the extent of the utter abolition of its use, excepting 
by and with the advice of a thoroughly competent, 
educated and conscientious physician. 
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ARTICLE III. 
THE BEST TREATMENT OF CANCER, 
By J. E. NICHOLS, M.D., Osaaz, Iowa. 


Cancer affords a large field for observation, study and 
careful experiment at the present day. Dr. Marsden, in 
his little work on this subject, says: ‘‘Only a few years 
since, hospital physicians and surgeons of the highest 
standing, as well as general practitioners, gave the poor 
sufferers from cancer who applied to them but one reply, 
‘your case is hopeless; we can be of no service to you ;’ 
and they spoke the truth.”’ 

If this is true of a few-years since, what reply is made 
to this class of invalids by the regular profession at the 
present enlightened time? Whatever the reply may be, 
I am satisfied that enough is not done by general practi- 
tioners everywhere to save this class of unfortunates from 
that large list of charlatans styled ‘‘Cancer doctors.”’ 
Everything going to their shops is cancer, and is sure to 
be plastered out, the merest wart being dragged out 
with as much sound tissue as suits their purpose, and is 
preserved and paraded asa terrible cancer. To give an 
idea of their doings let me cite the following cases: 

CasE1. Mrs. F , of our place, aged about forty-five 
years, long an invalid, had, abouta year ago last spring,a 
ligneous scirrhus, globular, of the left mamma, extirpated 
by the amputation of the entire left breast. It shortly 
returned as a ‘‘crab cancer,” or radiated or branched 
scirrhus, and was again extirpated abouta yearago the 
last fall. It speedily made its appearance again and ex- 
tended over the entire left side of the thorax and into the 
axillary, her general health failing now very rapidly. 
While in this condition, one year ago, her husband spoke 
to me with regard to the employment of the ‘‘ cancer 
paste”’ described on page 204, vol. 30, of the Cuicaco 
MepIcAL JOURNAL. I advised the use of it upon por- 
tions of the cancer, as she could bear it, and thought 
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that if the system was properly sustained with good food 
and tonics, there might be some chance for improvement 
in her condition. But an old lady, living in a metropoli- 
tan city not a thousand miles from here, got her circulars 
before the patient, and the result was an immediate de- 
parture for the place of big promises. Paying her three 
hundred dollars in advance, and promising three hun- 
dred more as soon as the cancer was out, she had a large 
plaster of escharotic paste clapped on over the entire 
morbid growth, was informed that it would either kill 
the cancer or herself, and was left for forty-eight hours 
to the most excruciating torture that it is possible for 
human invention to inflict, although large quantities of 
whisky were administered to ‘‘deaden the pain.’’ The 
side was then poulticed for several weeks, and an eschar 
was removed from the entire side and axillary, and she 
was allowed to return home, bringing the largest ulcer I 
ever saw upon a living human body. It gradually filled 
with granulations, and has steadily diminished in size 
from that time till now, with occasionally pain and swell- 
ing of the shoulder and arm, but with no appearance, as 
yet, of scirrhus. 

With regard to this case, Iam confident that if other 
means than the knife had not been resorted to, the patient 
would have died ere this. I also believe that a judicious 
use of escharotics, in the hands of a skillful surgeon, 
would have resulted in less pain and a more speedy cure 
by avoiding such extensive destruction of integument, 
with as perfect death to the cancer. - This case establishes 
the fact that no limit can be fixed to human endurance. 

CasE 2. Mrs. B——, of an adjoining county, being 
similarly afflicted, and having been operated on by the 
knife, hearing of the above case, went to the same old 
lady, underwent the same torture, and returned home, 
to die very speedily. 

Case 3. <A lady of P——, Illinois, learning of Mrs. 
F.’s case, also went to the same woman, underwent great 
torture, and died a martyr to quackery. 
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CasE4. Mr. J. D. § , about thirty-five years of 
age, in good general health, applied to me April 14, 1874. 
He had a small hard point beneath the skin on the upper 
lip, just below the left nostril. Had been two years in 
forming, with occasionally pain shooting from it, and 
now and then a bleb or little scab appearing over it on 
the skin. He had lost a sister and another near relative 
by cancer, and I was induced to believe this an epithelial 
cancer, and applied the paste, before referred to, covering 
about one-fourth of a square inch of the integument. 

April 16, I removed the paste, and ordered simple 
cerate dressings, which were continued six or eight days 
until the eschar sloughed out, and the wound had closed 
up with healthy granulations. I congratulated him upon 
so easily disposing of the source of so much uneasi- 
ness and alarm, as he had been very anxious about it for 
a long time. He was well pleased at first, but soon 
returned with the complaint that he experienced ‘‘ draw- 
ing’’ pains and ‘‘peculiar feelings in the part,’ and 
feared it was not all out. The surface exhibited slight 
excoriation, but I attributed this to the action of an acrid 
discharge from catarrhal inflammation in the nostril. He © 
appeared only half satisfied, and again consulted me with 
great alarm lest more of the cancer still remained. I ad- 
vised him to rest assured that if there were still cancerous 
particles left, they would speedily begin to develop 
themselves, and that it would then be time enough to 
remove them. The next I heard from him was through 
a letter from the town of A , in Lllinois. He wrote to 
assure me of his every confidence in me (?) but had 
thought to consult those who treated nothing but cancer. 
He had first visited the old woman of the above cases ; 
but becoming disgusted by her ignorance, had gone to a 
he cancer doctor, who told him that what had been done 
was well enough as far as it went, applied paste and 
poultices to a large part of the upper lip and produced a 
shocking deformity. Mr. S. returned happy in his mu- 
tilation, safe in the conviction that the cancer was now 
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ii laid ; but the same ‘‘ drawing pains, etc.,’’ returning, he 
| again became alarmed, and fled to the doctor at A " 
Having been paid for perfecting a cure there was no fur- 
! ther profit in more treatment, so he told S. to rest assured 
that it was all right and sent him back. He is not fully 
! at rest about it yet, and whether he will visit other can- 
} cer doctors, and pay them large figures for removing por- 
tions of his face, as long as any face is left, remains to be 
| seen in the future. He no more required the last opera- 
tion than he needs one now, and I am quite sure that he 
has no cancer at present, yet his agonies no doubt are as 
genuine as if possessed of true scirrhus or epithelial 
cancer. 

While it is true that these so-called specialists pro- 
nounce every simple tumor, or ulcer, cancer, and specu- 
late on the fears of their victims, it is none the less true 
that they do occasionally permanently remove true cancer. 
I have known of several cases, where the cancer had 
returned after extirpation with the knife, that they have 
successfully treated. People have a passion for the mys- 
terious, and more willingly pay out their money, and 
| risk their lives and health, for a secret medicine than for 
a sensible treatment that they can understand in all its 
details. Yet I am convinced that we have well known 
agents that are better for the treatment of cancer than 
the exclusive employment of the knife, which is so 
| greatly feared, and is almost invariably avoided until the 
| most favorable time for treatment is passed. If the 
entire profession would familiarize themselves with their 








| use, I am satisfied that cancer doctors would be com- 
pelled to seek other employment, and possibly might be- 
come honest. With the agents to which I refer, I believe 
| every practitioner could keep his field of labor almost, if 
not entirely, free from cancer cases. 

The following cases are not entirely void of interest: 

CasEl. Mrs. J. B , aged fifty years, sent for me 
Dec. 10th, 1873. Has been scrofulous and an invalid 
several years. No cancer in her family. For several 
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months a small, hard, painful tumor has been coming on 
the gums of incisor teeth and roof of the mouth, obviously 
caused by wearing false teeth on an illy fitting rubber 
plate. Some five weeks before, a little-pill fellow had 
bunglingly endeavored to extirpate it with a pair of scis- 
sors and table fork. It had grown very rapidly from the 
time of that mutilation, and was now as large as a wal- 
nut. Diagnosed it to be an epithelial cancer. Treat- 
ment. — h. chloride zinc, pulv. blood root, aa q. s. 
Rub together in open air till it forms a stiff mass or 
paste. Put enough on cotton wool to cover the entire 
surface of the cancer, wedge more cotton wool between 
it and the upper lip, tell her to avoid allowing the saliva 
to come in contact with it as much as possible, and in- 
struct her to remove it and have the paste wiped entirely 
out of the mouth when she has had it there long enough 
to become tired. 

Dec. 11th. Patient had left the paste in position about 
two hours, and on examination I found a white thin 
eschar over the entire surface of tumor, and detached 
and loose in places. Pocketed some paste under the 
loose parts of eschar, and applied more on the surface 
as before. I returned in about two hours and removed 
it myself. 

I repeated this process for ten days, each day removing 
detached parts of the eschar, and applying fresh paste, 
both by pocketing it under loose parts of the eschar and 
on cotton wool. At the end of this time the wound pre- 
sented that freedom from cancerous particles that one 
soon learns to recognize in using this paste. The appli- 
cations were quite painful at times, but not dreaded as 
would have been the knife. She said when it was all 
over that she would rather undergo it all over again 
than have the scissors employed as they had been, even 
for a few minutes. 

During treatment I prescribed for the general health 
as follows: &. tinct. ferri. perchlor., acid. phosphor. 
dil., aa M.x; aque, 3ij. Misce. Sig. Take it morning 
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and night. This was followed for a few weeks with R. 
brom. potass. Ziij, syrup simp. 3 vj, fl. ex. nux vom., 
fl. ex. mandrake, aa f. 3 ss. Misce. Sig. Teaspoonful 
three times a day. There has been no return of the 
tumor, and good health has prevailed up to the present 
time. 

CasE 2. Miss § , aged twenty-eight years, deformed 
by hip disease and eurvature of the spine. A sister had 
cancer. Sent for me Jan. 13th, 1874. Small, round 
tumor, caused by pressure of a projecting tooth, on the 
inside of lower lip near the margin. Very painful of 
late, and growing rapidly. Diagnosed it epithelial can- 
cer. In its treatment I cut a hole in a piece of adhesive 
plaster, to correspond to the size of the tumor, and 
pressed it down around it. Put the paste on a quarter 
of an inch thick over the surface of the cancer, and cov- 
ered all with a patch of plaster. Jan. 15, removed the 
plaster and paste, exposing a perfect eschar surrounded 
by not very extensive swelling. Declares that there has 
been no pain to speak of. She has suffered great pain 
during her life, which may account for this indifference. 
Directed her to keep the place covered with court plaster, 
which was continued about twelve days when the eschar 
had fallen out and the wound healed. This lady was 
kept on the iodide and bromide of potash for several 
months, and has had a good degree of health and no 
return of cancer up to this date. 

CasE 3. Mrs. M——, mother of five children, in feeble 
health and a victim to the habit of opium eating. Was 
called to her Jan. 22, 1874. There had been an amputa- 
tion of the left breast for ligneous (globular) scirrhus, by 
Dr. S——-, some three months before my visit. It had 
healed kindly, but for the last month the cicatrice had 
been sore and swollen, with ‘‘ darting pains shooting from 
it into the chest.’”’ On examination I discovered three 
points of what appeared to be scirrhous growth. Sur- 
rounded them with plaster, and applied the paste. 

Jan. 28th. . The eschars all out. One was two-thirds 
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of an inch long, one-half an inch wide, and five-eighths of 
an inch in depth; another, one and one-half inches long, 
an inch wide, and an inch and one-fourth indepth. The 
other was between these two in size. Poultices had been 
used after the paste had been employed for forty-eight 
hours, aud were continued until nearly healed, which had 
occurred at the end of a month. No recurrence up to 
date. 

CasE 4. Mrs. Mary C., aged thirty-five years, in good 
health, called at my office Nov. 14, 1874. Has had a 
small, painless lump just beneath the skin, on the cheek, 
for the last two years. Hardly knows when it first came, 
and is aware of.no cause. None of her relatives have 
ever been subject to cancer, yet she has been very uneasy 
of late, fearful that this isa cancer. Diagnosed it to be 
a simple, insignificant, little Zwmp of broken-down, effete 
particles. Prognose that it will never amount to more 
than what it nowis. ‘Can you remove it without any 
cutting?’ is her inquiry. I reply that I can. ‘* Will it 
make a bad scar¢’’ ‘*No.”? ‘*Then please remove it,”’ 
is requested, and I forthwith apply the paste, instruct 
her to remove it at the end of the second day, and then 
apply court plaster until it comes out and gets well. I 
saw her a couple of days ago, and observed that it was 
healed nicely and the cheek smooth, with a very small 
scar that will become much less. While any one has any 
little permanent tumor of that nature, which they do not 
understand, they suffer from the constant apprehension 
that it will eventuate in cancer, and if the family physi- 
cian, whom they usually repose confidence in, merely 
poh pohs at it, they will visit a cancer doctor and pay a 
round price for its removal. The above case is a fair 
sample of over twenty that have applied to me during 
the last twelve months. In fact, scarcely a day goes by 
without some wart or diseased point, of no significance, 
is exhibited to me for the purpose of gaining my opinion. 
If they still manifest uneasiness after being assured that 
the troubles are harmless, I proceed to remove them, If 
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I was a cancer specialist I could soon amass a small for- 
tune ; as it is, I have cases come from a long distance for 
treatment of cancer. 

CasE 5. Nils Anderson, a Swede, fifty years of age, 
from Forest City, sixty miles west of this place, came to 
my office Dec. 21, 1874. Has had a little scabby sore on 
his under lip the last six months ; lately it has grown very 
rapidly, and has become very painful. It now occupies 
the entire under lip, is red and purple on its surface, and 
is seamed and squamous near its centre, discharging an 
acrid fluid. [I send a picture of this case, just as he came 
to me, to the editors of the JourRNAL]. Diagnosis, epi- 
thelial cancer. Dec. 22. Apply the paste. Dec. 23. 
As the paste has become dry and baked, I remove it 
and apply a fresh quantity. Dec. 24. Remove the paste 
and apply bread and milk poultices. Dec. 30. The 
eschar comes away this morning on removing the poul- 
tice. It is twoand a half inches long, three-fourths of an 
inch wide, and five-eighths of an inch thick, at its greatest 
diameters. Some of the cancer remaining near the right 
angle of the mouth, I apply the following: &. arsenious 
acid, 3ij; mucilage gm. acacia, 3j. Make into a stiff 
paste, apply it over surface of cancer, press a fold of 
lint down over it, and when it becomes hardened cut 
away surplus lint with scissors. This is Dr. Marsden’s 
**Cancer Paste,’’ and should be used on not more than 
one square inch of surface at one time. I like it where the 
greater part of a cancer has been removed, and only a 
point or two of it is left behind in the wound, as this 
paste has more of a special election for the cancer than 
the zinc paste, and will not destroy so much of the sur- 
rounding healthy flesh, even when used in excess. Jan. 
1st. Removed this paste by soaking it off with warm 
water, and have applied poultices ever since. A deep 
line of demarcation is now formed around the remaining 
part of the cancer and I expect it to drop out in a day or 
two more. The rest of the wound, on the left half of the 
lip, is filled with healthy granulations, and is healing 
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finely. I will report the result of treatment in this case 
at some future time. 

CasE 6. Mr. F. Cole, a young man whose case I men- 
tioned on page 206, vol. 30, of the Curtcagco MEDICAL 
JOURNAL, as having been before our County Medical As- 
sociation at one of their meetings, with a tumor in the 
antrum of Highmore, with regard to which the universal 
verdict was that the right superior maxillary must be 
extirpated, and which I was then removing by the occa- 
sional application of paste through a small opening 
formed by the removal of several teeth, which the tumor 
had nearly crowded out. The tumor continued to form 
rapidly, as I removed it, and as Mr. C. lived some distance 
from my office I did not see him as often as I desired, yet 
in six months from the time of making the first applica- 
tion, it was entirely free from all morbid growth, and the 
plates of bone that had been crowded out, so extensively 
as to cause a very great deformity, had contracted very 
much. Now the parts have so nearly assumed their nat- 
ural relation that it is only close observation that detects 
any deformity. Tr. of iodine and sol. of argenti nitras 
was used alternately, in the antrum, after the removal of 
every vestige of the morbid growth. A few scales of 
bone came away. In all this treatment he suffered not a 
particle of pain, and was not hindered a day from his 
labor, as he called on me only as he came to town on 
business. The result in this one case pays me for all the 
annoyance I have had from the employment of the paste ; 
yet this is but a small per cent. of benefit resulting from 
its use during the last three years of my professional 
labors. 

. Ido not advise the entire abandonment of the knife in 
cancer. On the contrary, I should very much dislike to 
undertake some cases without permission to employ it. 
In case of a large cancerous growth, as scirrhus of the 
breast, the shortest and most humane way to a cure 
would be, first, its extirpation with the knife ; and second, 
the use of the paste on any new growths that would 
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start up in the cicatrice. But in these numerous cases of 
imagined cancer, as well as uncertain tumors and genuine 
epithelial growths, I should in every instance advise the 
paste. While removing one of these uncertain growths, 
you may be nipping in the bud a very serious malady. 
Many times, when the knife alone is advised, the patient 
will object to an immediate operation, and have the treat- 
ment delayed until more positive of its malignity, and 
soon awaken to the knowledge that it has gone too far 
for successful extirpation ; while, on the other hand, if 
the paste had been advised, the patient would not have 


delayed an hour, and both he and his physician might 


never know that his life had been so nearly endangered. 

On the whole, I believe that many lives that would 
otherwise be sacrificed, may be saved by its timely em- 
ployment. 

Besides causing an eschar, the paste excites healthy 
inflammation in the parts around the point of application. 
I have taken advantage of this quality, and used it to 
rouse up indolent ulcers and other chronic troubles which 
I may think worthy of another article at some future 
time. Meanwhile let me ask my professional brethren to 
give this agent a fair trial, and let it stand or fall accord- 
ing to its own merits. 
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REPORT ON PRACTICAL MEDICINE. 


Progress in Medical Sciences. 
ARTICLE I. 


REPORT ON PRACTICAL MEDICINE, 
By NORMAN BRIDGE, M.D., Curcaco. 


- 1. Hodgkin’s Disease. By W. H. Triptett, M.D. (Richmond and 
Louisville Med. Jour., April 1, 1874.) 


2. Cerebral Rheumatism. By Prof. J. M. Da Costa. (Am. Jour. Med. 
Sciences, Jan., 1875.) 


8. Parotiditis in Acute Diseases. By Prof. Croce. (Jour. de Med.; 
Med. Times & Gaz.) 


4. The Hypodermic Injection of Atropiain Sun Stroke. By J. R. 
BarRNETT, M.D. (Am. Jour. Med. Sciences, Jan., 1875.) 


5. Muriatic Acid in the Treatment of Typhoid Fever. By 8S. K. Craw- 
FORD, M.D. (TZransac. Ill. State Med. Soc., 1874.) 


1. Dr. Triplett read a paper giving an account of two 
additional cases of Hodgkin’s disease, and reviewing the 
literature of the subject. The first case was in a woman 
forty years old. She had presented herself five years be- 
fore, with large painful tumors of the right mamma; they 
were enlarged lymphatic glands, but so resembled car- 
cinoma that it was diagnosed as such. In fifteen months 
these tumefactions had disappeared, and appeared ‘“‘ un- 
der her arms and all over.’ ‘‘ Enormous tumors occupied 
the axillee, growing over and around the anterior walls; 
her neck was full of small ones.’’ There were small 
tumors along the arm, and large ones in the inguinal 
regions. None of the tumors suppurated; ‘‘ they were 
soft, elastic, painless.” The patient was still living, said 
the doctor, ‘‘a year ago.’’ The other case was ina woman 
sixty-five years old, who had always enjoyed good health 
until 1868, when she had pneumonia, making a speedy 
recovery ; she had afterward eczema and sore nose in 
winter. ‘‘Fifteen months ago she noticed small lym- 
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phatic tumors in the neck.’’ Soon after one appeared in 
the right axilla, which subsequently disappeared. In the 
winter of 1872-73, she had another pneumonia, making a 
slow recovery, and in the following spring, ‘‘ there was 
an explosion; the diseased glands suddenly showing 
themselves all over the body;’’ ‘‘they rapidly grew to 
immense size.” At the writing of the paper the abdo- 
men was tumid and tender to touch, but the liver was not 
enlarged, neither was the spleen; there was no cramp, 
diarrhcea, constipation, or dyspepsia; the appetite and 
digestion were good. Indeed, all the physiological func- 
tions were normally performed, with the exception that 
there was slight dyspnoea, although by auscultation no 
abnormal sound further than slight mucous rales could 
be demonstrated. 

The enlarged glands were of all sizes, from that of an 
almond to that of a turkey’s egg. The red corpuscles 
of the blood were not decreased—the white ones were 
slightly increased ; the blood was not leucocythemic. 
He insists on the characteristics of Hodgkin’s disease 
about as follows: It is not connected with any known 
diathesis ; it begins by slight enlargement of a few lym- 
phatic glands, chiefly those of the neck, this stage lasting 
afew monthsor years. This is followed by an explosion, 
when it seems that almost or quite every gland in the body 
becomes suddenly enlarged. The physiological functions 
remain long unaffected, and the patient dies by the 
exhaustion largely due to mechanical pressure. No 
treatment is of any avail. 


2. Prof. D. applies the term cerebral rheumatism to 
all cases of acute rheumatism that are accompanied by 
such decided cerebral symptoms as appear to constitute 
the real feature of the disease. He records, as illustra- 
tive of his subject, twelve cases. 

In the first, after apparent convalescence, Bright’s dis- 
ease appeared, followed by hebetude, stupor, suppression 
of urine, and death. 
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In case 2, the cerebral symptoms occurred during a 
relapse of joint affection, stupor and delirium occurred, 
albuminous urine with granularand oily casts, and death. 

In case 3, stupor occurred in the course of a mild acute 
rheumatism ; there was no heart trouble; death resulted. 

In case 4, there was marked delirium of hysterical type, 
with no headache or high temperature. Death occurred 
from exhaustion in the ninth week of the disease. 

Case 5 was one of acute rheumatism, with pericarditis, 
restlessness and delirium, with recovery. 

Case 6 had endo-pericarditis, delirium and stupor, but 
without headache, and resulted in death. 

Case 7 had pericarditis, delirium, muscular tremors, 
gradual sinking, and ended in death. 

In case 8 there were restlessness and hysterical manifes- 
tations preceding stupor; headache, spasmodic contrac- 
tion of facial muscles, coma, and before death, a 
temperature of 108 1-5 degrees. 

Case 9 had delirium, one sided facial palsy; slight 
motor paralysis of muscles of arm and leg of same side, 
and gradual and complete recovery. 

Case 10 was one of cerebral rheumatism, terminating in 
a typhoid condition, with no cardiac and slight joint 
trouble. The temperature was not over 102 degrees, and 
death resulted in sixty-five days from the beginning of the 
attack. 

Case 11 was one of acute rheumatism, with no cerebral 
or heart symptoms, but with typhoid condition and 
recovery ; yet at one time the temperature reached 110 
degrees Fahrenheit. 

Case 12 had marked delirium and stupor, coma, appa- 
rent death, and recovery under inhalations of ammonia 
and stimulants. 

The only autopsies procurable in these cases revealed : 
in case 2, no cerebral lesion; in case 3, soft coagula in 
arteries of the base of the brain, but no firm clots ; in case 
4, the vessels of the choroid plexus highly congested, the 
branches of the middle meningeal arteries, many of them, 
occluded by fibrinous plugs. 
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In commenting on the pathology of the affection he 
was struck with the slight thermometric fluctuation. His 
observations negative the commonly accepted doctrine, 
that ‘‘ hyperpyrexia in acute rheumatism and brain 
symptoms are synonymous.”’ 

He believes that leaving out exceptional cases of real 
rheumatic meningitis, the true pathology of the cere- 
bral disorder is to be found in the action of rheumatic 
poison on the brain ; but that this poison may fasten on 
the lining membrane of the small cerebral vessels and 
lead to plugging of them. Occasionally an embolus 
from the heart is washed to the brain and plugs up a 
vessel, but more usually such plugging is due to thrombi 
there formed. Hyperpyrexia results where the rheu- 
matic poison acts on the nerve centres regulating tem 
perature. 

The idea that quinia or other drug, in medicinal doses, 
has any power to produce this disorder, he believes non- 
sensical. Cerebral rheumatism is much more common 
some years than others, but our author can find no mete- 
rological condition to account for the fact. 

Cases occurring suddenly, formerly called apoplectic, 
are, he thinks, mostly uremic, and he insists on the 
urine always being examined. 


8. Prof. C. has carefully studied the subject of paro- 
tiditis as a sequence of acute disease, and his conclusions 
as to its nature and causation differ from those of many 
authors. In his opinion it is not due to pyzmia, but 
occurs in those diseases wherein there is stomatitis, and as 
a result of this. The inflammation of the mucous mem- 
brane of the mouth travels up the duct to the gland. 
When the soreness of the gland is first noted, and long 
before any suppuration can have taken place in the mass 
of the latter, purulent matter may be squeezed from the 
mouth of the duct. In the advanced stage of typhoid or 
typhus fevers, in rubeola, variola and scarlatina, as well 
as in the reaction of cholera, stomatitis is either a distinc- 
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tive or a frequent occurrence; it is in these diseases the 
disorder in question most often occurs. He claims that 
the parotiditis never precedes the stomatitis. The idea of 
the old authors, of a ‘critical’? and a ‘‘symptomatic”’ 
parotiditis, is a mistake. 


4, Dr. B. urges the use of atropia in insolation, on 
the ground that itis ‘‘the most general excitant of the 
vital nervous centres available ;’’ he claims advantage for 
it hypodermically, because it is available irrespective 
of gastric conditions—by this means the danger of non- 
absorption is avoided ; and he claims that ‘like other 
stimuli, it is indicated in by far the greater proportion of 
sunstroke cases,’’ while ‘‘itis permissible in many cases 
not amenable to other excitants.”’ Itisa cardiac stimulant, 
and at the same time by its vaso-motor stimulation leads 
to contraction of ahy over-distended vessels of the brain, 
therein avoiding a danger many other stimuli are liable 
to, of increasing any cerebral congestion. 

The doctor reports two cases wherein this treatment was 
used that fairly seem to vindicate his theory. His doses 
were from 1-60 to 1-40 gr. The treatment deserves trial. 


5. Dr. Crawford reports four series, of ten cases each, 
of typhoid fever. The first series was treated with 
alteratives, turpentine, egg-nog, diuretics, with leeches, 
spongings, etc., locally. There were six deaths. In the 
second series the treatment was stimulants, nutritious 
diet, and Dover powder. Three deaths resulted. In the 
third group the treatment consisted in alteratives, ano- 
dynes, stimulants, nutritious diet, strychnia, nitric acid, 
turpentine emulsion and diuretics. Two cases were fatal. 
None of the treatment in any of the preceding cases hav- 
ing had the slightest effect in lessening the ‘‘ dead epithe- 
lium’”’ on the ‘‘ surface of the digestive tube,’’ the fourth 
group of cases was treated with dilute muriatic acid, beef 
tea and milk, with recovery in every case. In all these 
ten cases there was an absence of diarrhoea, suppression 
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of urine, pneumonic complications, and indeed all other 
complications. The tongue was cleaned of its coating in 
an average of fifty-one hours from the commencement 
of the acid treatment, and with one or two exceptions 
remained clean during the course of the disease. 

He believes quinine aggravates the disease in all cases 
uncomplicated with malaria. He avers that in two cases 
where, during the second week of the disease, the tongue 
was clean and moist, he tried the experiment of giving 
$ gr. doses of guinia sulphas. The result was that in 
both cases ‘‘a dry and irritable condition of the tongue”’ 
was induced within twenty-four hours. He believes mu- 
riatic acid is ‘‘the best remedy known”’ for typhoid fever. 


ARTICLE II. 


PROGRESS OF OBSTETRICS. 


By E. WARREN SAWYER, M.D, 


LECTURER ON OBSTETRICS, RusH MEDICAL COLLEGE, CHICAGO. 


1. A Case of Immediate Transfusion. By JAmus R. Coapwick, M.D. 
(Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Jan. 14, 1875.) 


1. The subject of the transfusion was a middle aged 
woman, who had suffered a profuse hemorrhage in her 
second labor, which took place eleven weeks before 
her entrance into the hospital. In the meantime hem- 
orrhages had frequently recurred. Her health was under- 
mined ; she had frequent attacks of syncope, and per- 
sistent headache; her surface was completely blanched 
and the blood was greatly impoverished, as elicited from 
a microscopical comparison with healthy blood. 

The usual measures had been invoked for a week in 
the hospital, despite which she was evidently sinking, and 
transfusion was employed as a last expedient. A loud 
souffle was heard with the heart’s first sound ; pulse 118 ; 
temperature 102.8 degrees. 
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The vein of the patient’s arm was made to communicate 
with the vein of one of the medical gentlemen present, 
through Aveling’s instrument. The operator intended 
to transfuse six ounces, but being wrongly informed of 
the capacity of the bulb of his instrument, he was made 
to transfuse eleven ounces—a mistake to which he attrib- 
utes the fatal result. 

During the operation, the pulse fell from 118 to 104. 
Immediately afterward there was some retching, but soon 
the patient expressed herself as better, and free from 
headache. Shortly after the operation, the patient had 
a chill which continued for an hour, after which the 
temperature rose to 104.6 degrees. There was frequent 
vomiting throughout the day. A troublesome hemor- 
rhage from the incised vein necessitated, finally, the tying 
of the vein, after the patient had lost four or five ounces 


of blood in the bed. 
The woman failed gradually, and died on the evening 


of the same day. 

The necropsy revealed some patches of a thin, translu- 
cent membrane, containing hemorrhagic spots, upon the 
internal surface of the dura mater, marked anemia of all 
the organs of the body, except the spleen ; also a fatty 
degeneration in spots on the endocardium and in the 
substance of the heart. There were no air bubbles or 
coagula of blood, as a result of the operation, though the 
entire vascular system was carefully searched for these. 

The writer very properly says that the death of this 
woman was inevitable, though it was probably hastened 
by the strain to which the heart was subjected by increas- 
ing the volume of the circulation. 

We would remark that it is further probable that death 
would have as surely followed if the operator had trans- 
fused but six ounces, as he intended, instead of eleven 
ounces ; in fact, it is questionable if the patient’s veins 
retained even six ounces of the quantity transfused, for 
we are definitely informed that four or five ounces of blood 
were lost in the patient’s bed, after the attempt was-made 
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to arrest the bleeding. Consequently we doubt that the 
mistake of the operator was an important factor in the 
cause of death. 

Transfusion, of course, will not be resorted to, with any 
hope of success, in any chronic disease accompanied with 
marked organic change; on the contrary, there are some 
diseases that do most positively proscribe this expedient ; 
foremost among them is fatty degeneration of the heart, 
or arteries. Under these circumstances, or in the course 
of pulmonary consumption, when the disease has weak- 
ened the heart, it is a hazardous thing to increase the 
volume of the blood ; and transfusion, if resorted to at all, 
should only be done while the impoverished blood of the 
patient is as rapidly escaping through the opened vein of 
the opposite arm ; an expedient early recommended, and 
which might have been invoked in this case, could fatty 
degeneration have been foretold. 

There are no means of knowing positively the beginning 
of fatty degeneration. Dr. Chadwick has alluded to the 
experiments of Perl, who was able to develop fatty 
degeneration in the heart of dogs by bleeding them largely 
a few times. If then, a profuse hemorrhage is a cause of 
fatty degeneration, is it not true that transfusion is 
strongly contra-indicated in a case of hemorrhage which 
occurred some weeks previously ? 

The result in this instance detracts nothing from the 
value of transfusion employed at the moment of hem- 
orrhage. 

In the above case, the supplying of a good quality of 
blood did not correct the souffle heard over the patient’s 
heart. Considering this, and the fact that fatty degen- 
eration of the heart was found post mortem, Dr. Chadwick 
asks if further investigation will not demonstrate that the 
souffle, instead of depending upon an impoverished con- 
dition of the blood, is really symptomatic of a fatty heart ? 

It isnot our province to examine into this subject ; 
still we cannot accept this connection in most instances 
of so-called inorganic murmurs, for we have known this 
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souffle to disappear after a tonic treatment; too soon 
afterward to allow of the thought that a fatty degeneration 
of the heart’s lining could have been recovered from, 
if, indeed, this condition is ever ameliorated. 


ARTICLE ITI. 


PROGRESS OF SURGERY. 
By JNO. E. OWENS, M.D., 


LECTURER ON SURGERY, Rusu MEpiIcaL CoLLEGE, CHICAGO. 


1. Practical Indications to be Drawn from the State of the Pupil during 
Surgical Anesthesia. By M. P.Buprn. (Le Progres Medicale, Sept. 5, 1874; 
The American Journal of the Medical Sciences, January, 1875. 


2. New Method of Operating on the Larynx. By Dr. A. Eyse.t, of 
Halle. (Med. Times and Gazette, Oct. 17, 1874; The American Journal of 
the Med. Sciences, January, 1875.) 

3. Extirpation of the Entire Larynx. (British Med. Journal, Nov. 28, 
1874; The American Journal of the Med. Sciences, January, 1875.) 

4. Luxation of the Penis. Dr. MoLDENHAUER. (Berliner Klin Wochen- 
schrift, No. 45, 1874; Phil. Times, Jan. 2, 1875; The Clinic, Jan. 9, 1875.) 

5. Influence of Oxygen upon the Formation of Pus. By Prof. Brvz. 
(Schmidt's Jahrbucher, Oct. 28, 1874; The Clinic, Jan. 9, 1875.) 


6. Resection of the Hip in a Child of Twenty-one Months. By Dr. 
Sayre. (N. Y. Med. Journal, December, 1874; The Med. News and 
Library, January, 1875.) 

7. Bacteria. By M.Serveu. (Gazette des Hopitaua, Dec. 8, 1874; The 
Clinic, Jan. 16, 1875.) 


1. In his endeavor to discover some sign which might 
serve as a guide in the administration of chloroform, and 
which would indicate the state of sensibility during its 
administration, Dr. Budin has arrived at the following 
conclusions : 

a. There exists in surgical anesthesia produced by 
chloroform a constant relation between the state of the 
pupil and the period of anesthesia. 
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6. During the period of excitement the pupil is 
dilated. 

ce. This period having passed, the pupil contracts ; 
this atresia is well marked, and continues for several 
minutes, accompanied with complete general anesthesia. 

d. The dilatation of the pupil coming on during an 
operation indicates, in general, either that the anesthesia 
is less profound, or that the return of sensibility is ap- 
proaching. 

e. The state of the pupil, then, may serve as a guide 
in the administration of chloroform. 

J. During operations which last a long time, if it be 
wished that the patient should be insensible and motion- 
less, the anzesthesia should be so managed that the 
pupils continue constantly contracted. 

g. Finally, vomiting may produce dilatation of the pu- 
pils, cause the insensibility to disappear, and the patient 
to awake ; it annuls, in part, the effects of the anzesthesia. 


2. An account of a new method of conducting opera- 
tions on the larynx appeared in the'Centrablatt fur Chi- 
rurgerie, for Aug. 15th. Every one, says the author, who 
employs the laryngoscope must be aware how difficult it 
is to reach a tumor growing in the lower part of the larynx, 
which is not sufficiently movable to be driven above the 
level of the vocal cords by forced expiration. The fol- 
lowing is Dr. Eysell’s method: Whilst observing the 
larynx by means of the laryngoscope, for which he em- 
ploys either daylight or the electric light, an exceedingly 
elastic needle is passed through the skin and cricothyroid 
membrane, into the larynx, exactly in the middle line, 
and immediately beneath the thyroid cartilage. The 
needle is then made to transfix the tumor, and by depress- 
ing its handle the latter is forced up into the ventricle of 
the larynx. No local mischief has followed even fre- 
quently repeated operations. If it be intended to cau- 
terize or tear away the tumor, the patient is directed to 
hold either the mirror, or, better still, the needle. In thig 








i 
j 
Hf 
. 


SEE AE St MESIAL oS aera te 


Mand x SOE Ri 





a RR ais SON TNLI iain E GebitW b Re ie Sea ee! 2 eR 














PROGRESS OF SURGERY. 199 


way Dr. Eysell has succeeded in removing two fibromas 
from the lower part of the laryngeal cavity. The needle 
is rendered more pliable by subjecting it to heat. 

In a case where the vocal cords were adherent to one 
another for their anterior two-thirds, the result of a sui- 
cidal cut throat, which caused considerable shortness of 
breath on slight exertion, a narrow tenotome (0.5 cen 
timetre broad) was passed through the scar into the 
larynx. When the point appeared behind the triangular 
adhesion, the handle was firmly depressed, and by draw- 
ing the knife downwards the cords were separated almost 
to their origin. 


8. Prof. Billroth, of Vienna, performed the operation 
for the second time on Nov. 11th. The patient, a man 
aged fifty, suffered from epithelioma, which made rapid 
progress, the whole of the interior of the larynx becom- 
ing affected, and the dyspncea constantly increasing. 
A favorable prognosis was given, with regard to the 
return of the disease, on the ground that no infiltration 
of the neighboring lymphatic glands could be detected. 
The patient died on the night of the 16th, apparently 
from pneumonia. 


4. In the case described, the penis was torn com- 
pletely from its enveloping skin, thrust beneath the cov- 
erings of the abdomen and there imbedded in the fat and 
connective tissue. The organ was discovered by incision 
in its abnormal position eighteen days after the occur- 
rence of the accident. The urethra was said to be unin- 
jured ; the penis had formed adhesions to the abdominal 
muscles; a catheter could be passed from the meatus to 
the symphysis, where its further progress was arrested. 
The glands and prepuce were dissected off, but, at the 
request of the patient, who stated that he only wished 
the penis for the function of urination, no further attempt 
was made to restore the organ to its normal condition. 
That which had been regarded at the time of the injury 
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as the crushed and bruised penis was composed only of 
the cutaneous envelop of that organ, the deeper portions 
of which had been dislocated as described. The wound 
finally healed, the penis up to the glans being adherent to 
the muscular structure of the part and covered with skin. 
The glans having been left bare and movable, urination 
was accomplished without trouble. The patient was a 
strongly-built farmer, aged fifty-seven. Having fallen 
from his wagon, the horse forced him against a tree, and 
the wheel of the wagon passed close in front of his body, 
causing the injury above described. 


5. Prof. Binz considers the migration of white blood 
corpuscles as closely connected with the presence of oxy- 
gen. During the repetition of Cohnheim’s experiments 
with the mesentery of hogs, he observed that at the time 
of the formation of pus, the smallest vessels are only 
filled with plasma and white corpuscles, which are sub- 
ject to at least as great blood-pressure as in the neighbor- 
ing vessels; as soon as the red corpuscles find their way 
here, the well-known movements begin. As the white 
cells are either formed anew by the irritation of the wound, 
or are forced into the circulation and seen to cling to the 
walls, they receive the first stimulus of the oxygen 
brought by the red corpuscles, and commence the amoe- 
boid movements. 


6. The child had been attacked with double pneu- 
monia, and, shortly after recovering from it, fell on its 
left side, with the limb abducted. Some weeks later, an 
inflamed gland was discovered in the inguinal region, 
which was followed by an abscess. The abscess was 
opened and allowed to discharge. The limb was cedema- 
tous when seen by Dr. Sayre, who extended the incision 
and found erosion of the end of the femur. At the end 
of a week the head of the femur was removed, the anterior 
opened, closed, and a more dependent one substituted. 
The little patient did well, thongh it had never received 
any nourisliment except from its mother’s breast. 
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7. M. Balard presented to the Academie des Sciences, 
Paris, in the name of M. Servel, a communication on the 
generation and evolution ‘of bacteria in organic tissues 
protected from contact with the air. The author was in- 
duced to make his experiments after having noticed that 
solutions of chromic acid hardened only the outside of 
thick anatomical specimens, without preserving the cen- 
tral portions from decomposition. 

Thus prompted, M. Servel prepared a one per cent. solu- 
tion of chromic acid, into which he plunged two living 
tetes de cobayes which he had just decapitated. After 
six days of immersion the external coverings of the head 
were preserved ; but the brain and central portions were 
evidently in a state of corruption. Examined with the 
microscope, the cerebral pulp presented a great number 
of bacteria of all sizes. 

These experiments might furnish subject for criticism 
on account of the possible presence of germs in the nasal 
and buccal cavities. For this reason M. Servel experi- 
mented under different conditions. This time he operated 
on the liver and kidney of dogs which he killed by fem- 
oral hemorhage. After placing a ligature upon the hilus 
of the liver and kidney these organs were removed, their 
fibrous envelopes being respected throughout, and placed 
in a solution of chromic acid. After five days of immer- 
sion the surface of the organs was hardened, but the cen- 
tral portions were putrefied and filled with bacteria. 

‘* These results,’’ says the author, ‘‘ prove two princi- 
pal facts :”’ 

‘*1. ‘That the demonstration, by M. M. Bechamp and 
Estor, of the generation and evolution of bacteria in or- 
ganic tissues protected from the air, is entirely correct.”’ 

“2. That the effect of conservative agents is the death 
of microzymas or surviving molecular elements of or- 
gans.”’ 
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Reports of Societies. 


CHICAGO SOCIETY OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS. 
Regular Meeting, Jan. 11, 1875. 


(Reported by Rate E. STARKWEATHER, M.D.) 
TUMOR OF DENTINE. 


Dr. John Bartlett, President, in the chair. 

Dr. Andrews reported a case of unusual interest and 
rarity, and accompanied the same with an exhibition of a 
microscopical preparation of a portion of the material 
removed, furnished him by Dr. Curtis. 

A writer in the recent edition of Holmes’ Surgery cites 
and knows only of twelve cases of tumor of dentine. 
The European medical museums have a total of six 
specimens only. Dr. Andrews had heard of but one 
case in this city similar to his. 

Dental tumors are of two sorts. The first is a simple 
deformity of the tooth, its structure not being changed. 
The second sort is where the teeth depart from the normal 
structure altogether ; generally the molar teeth are the 
ones thus affected and deformed. 

The patient, a lady of eighteen years of age, exhibited 
a swelling on the side of the jaw, where the wisdom 
tooth should have presented itself, very much as though 
the projecting bony tumor had been due to a simple 
bony periostitis. A few months after having first seen 
the patient, the tumor or cyst began to suppurate, and it 
was at once incised. Upon probing, something like dead 
bone was felt, and the prominent point of the bone 
tumor had ulcerated through the gum. The patient 
having been anesthetized, a longitudinal incision was 
made along the gum, and ineffectual attempts made to 
extract a supposed tooth. At length, by using a pair of 
strong gouged bone forceps, a fragment was broken off. 
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In this manner, most of the then projecting bony tumor 
was removed, and carbolated lotions ordered. Eight 
weeks later, there had been a slight loosening of the 
mass, and a little elevation thereof, and under anesthesia, 
by using the bone forceps, a rounded tuberous bony body 
was removed from the cavity where a tooth should have 


been. 
SARCOMA AND CARCINOMA. 


Dr. Andrews made some remarks as to the clinical 
history of the sarcoma and carcinoma, their differential 
diagnosis, microscopical and physical, illustrating the 
same by reports of cases, and by microscopical specimens, 
prepared and furnished by Dr. Curtis, of carcinoma of 
the breast. | 

The patient with carcinoma mamme has died as had 
been anticipated, the clinical history confirming the 
diagnosis and prognosis made by the microscopist. 

The patient with sarcoma, the second case, is now 
alive after two years presence of the tumor, or its fungus, 
which is now of the size of a large hazel-nut, and is 
located on the side of the foot near the malleolus. 

Prof. Atlee’s treatment had been followed, that of the 
exhibition of Fowler’s solution, and with gratifying 
results. 

Incidentally, Dr. Andrews remarked that it seemed to 
him that there were more cases of cancerous growths in 
Northern Wisconsin than in regions south of us. That 
consumption and cancer often prevailed in the same 
climates, and were more abundant the nearer one ap- 
proaches to the Eastern coast of this country. 

Histology of Carcinoma. First, there is a fibrous 
frame-work, in which are impacted a quantity of small 
round cells as follows: bands of fibres interlace and 
leave lacunze, and these are packed full of rounded 
cells. Certain growths or germs are transmitted to 
the lymphatics—these become cells and are conveyed 
internally ; probably these spaces, or lacunz, in which 
the small. cells are packed, are enlargements of the 
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lymphatics — hence open right into the absorbents, 
convert the lymph gland itself into cancer. A char- 
acteristic of these cells in. carcinoma is that they can 
easily be brushed out, leaving the cavities, or lacunae, 
empty. They can thus be easily conveyed through the 
body. | 

There is a certain class of tumors hard. to destroy ; 
among them the sarcoma, or flesh tumor. A few weeks 
ago, a woman, eighteen years of age, presented herself 
for treatment, upon whom there were several of these 
growths. They had been enlarging and increasing for 
upwards of two years. A year ago, two had been re- 


moved but both returned, and one became larger than it 


had previously been. The tumors were from the size of 
a hazle-nut to two inches in diameter, hard, not painful ; 
the neighboring lymphatic glands were normal in every 
respect. There were two. on the right thigh, but the in- 
guinal glands were sound. There was one tumor in the 
left inguinal region of the abdomen, and suppurating. 
In every case the lymphatic glands were perfectly normal 
—for sarcoma does not develop in the lymphatic spaces. 
Its cells are outside of them—hence are not taken into 
the absorbents. The cells of the sarcoma adhere more 
closely to each other than do those of carcinoma : 
they are spindle shaped, or more like a fibroid tumor, so 
that it is sometimes hard to distinguish between sarcoma 
and fibroid tumors. The sarcoma, unlike the carcinoma, 
has no framework apart from the cells. As a general 
rule, a diagnosis can be made between carcinoma and 
sarcoma. The hope of cure by excision is greater in the 
latter than the former. 

Dr. Hyde thought it a difficult point as to whether 
a fungus hematoides—a medullary sarcoma—might not 
be considered cancerous. 

It was somewhat remarkable that in a recent discussion 
on cancer, in New York, Dr. Willard Parker had said 
that cancer was no longer to be,considered as hereditary, 
that it often occurred in families with no previous history 
of cancer. 
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Dr. Curtis thought that there was a difference between 
sarcoma and carcinoma ; the former throughout is made 
up of similar tissue: the latter is made up of entirely 
different elements. The colloid material isa degeneration 
of cancerous material, just as cancer may undergo fatty 
degeneration ; the colloid is a transformation ; it is an 
exaggerated species of cancer, the cells greatly dilated. 
In cancer there is no shading off of the cells into the 
fibrous tissue. The term cancer, like that of consumption, 
has been abandoned by some authors; it is too general 
an expression. 

After further discussion by Doctors Simon, Hyde, 
Merriam, and Andrews, the Society adjourned. 


Selections. 


THE MEDICAL YEAR 1874. 


{From the London Lancet. ] 


Medicine is not only a year older since our last sum- 
mary, but a year wiser and a year more effective in its 
knowledge of disease and of methods for controlling it. 

In Physiology, one of the principal works that have 
been published since the close of the last year, is Dr. 
Klein’s memoir on the Lymphatic System, in which the 
distribution of the lymphatics, as well as the arrange- 
ment of the epithelium on the serous membranes, is 
very fully considered ; the general result arrived at being 
that the serous membranes are to be regarded as unravel- 
ed lymphatic glands, and, as such, play an important part 
in the formation of the white corpuscles of the blood. 
Drs. Foster and Balfour have just published a work that 
has long been needed—*‘ The Elements of Embryology ”’ 
—in which the process of development is described, in a 
‘singularly lucid and intelligible manner, from the earliest 
period in the fowl, and which constitutes the first part of 
a larger work, on the same subject, embracing the history 
of development in other animals. Dr. B. has also done 
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a good piece of work in following the development of the 
dog-fish and its allies. 

Mr. Parker has continued his elaborate account of the 
development of the skull, in his lectures delivered at the 
Royal College of Surgeons. Arnold, Gasser, Rauber, 
Mihalkovics, Sernoff, von Torok, Merkel, and many 
others, have devoted themselves to the elucidation of the 
process of development of various special parts or organs, 
as the eye, ear, pituitary body, testis, etc. Mr. St. 
George Mivart has published a brief but useful account 
of the Anatomy of the Frog. Quite recently, Mr. Barker 
has published a valuable translation of Frey’s Histology. 
A very interesting little work has been issued in the Inter- 
national Scientific Series, by M. Marey, on * Animal 
Mechanism and Aerial Locomotion,’’ in which great 
ingenuity is displayed in the application of recording ap- 
paratus to the registration of the movements of animals, 
both in aerial and in terrestrial locomotion. To the same 
series Dr. Draper, of New York, has contributed a vol- 
ume that will be read with interest, on the ‘‘ History of 
the Conflict between Religion and Science,”’ in which the 
learned author, who is well known for his excellent 
treatise on Human Physiology, has endeavored to pre- 
sent a clear and impartial statement of the views and 
acts of the two contending parties. There is also a third, 
consisting of a translation of Oscar Schmidt's doctrine 
of descent and Darwinism. A popular physiology is 
contained in ‘‘ Hinton’s Physiology for Practical Use.’’ 
A complete account of the Physiology of Food and 
Dietetics has been written by Dr. Pavy. Dr. Carpenter 
has developed two or three chapters on Mental Physi- 
ology contained in the earlier editions of his Physiology, 
which have been excluded from the later ones for want 
of space, into a goodly volume, written with his usual 
clearness and intelligence. 

Amongst foreign works may be mentioned the *‘* His- 
tory of Creation’’ and the ‘‘ Development of Man,”’ by 
Haeckel, the former of which has been translated into 
English by Lankester, and the latter into French. Herr- 
man has published a fifth edition of his excellent work 
on Physiology, which is now, we believe, in course of 
translation into English. Dr. Gustav Le Bon, in a large 
volume entitled “La Vie,’ remarkably well illustrated, 
and M. Coyteux, in another, the ‘‘ Etudes sur la Phy- 
siologie,’’ have both treated fully of human physiology. 
Hitzig has collected his observations and inquiries into 
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the functions of the brain into one volume, which is 
worthy of careful perusal. Though, perhaps, scarcely 
capable of being included under the head of Anatomy 
and Physiology, we must not omit to chronicle the first 
International Congress of Orientalists, which was held at 
the Royal Institution in London, in September, and which 
under the presidentship of Dr. Birch, was the occasion of 
several excellent addresses, amongst which those of Max 
Muller, the President, and Prof. Owen, deserve special 
mention. Prof. Rutherford has been appointed to the 
Edinburgh Chair of Physiology, and carries with him the 
good wishes of his late colleagues in King’s College, and 
of his friends in London. We trust that still increasin 

numbers of students in attendance upon his classes wil 

testify to the ability with which he conducts them. A 
large number of separate contributions have been made 
up by individual observers, amongst which it is difficult 
to select any of pre-eminent value. Braun has repeated 
Hitzig’s experiments on the excitability of the surface of 
the cerebrum by weak electrical currents, and whilst 
generally confirming his experiments, and those of Fer- 
rier, adds this novel point, that there are several cases in 
which there appear to be two centres on the surface of 
the hemispheres for the same set of muscles, as, 
for instance, those of the neck. He also finds that, after 
shaving off the gray matter from a given spot, the groups 
of muscles can be made to contract, if the current be ap- 
plied to the cut surface of the white substance as before, 
showing that the nerve-fibres really arise from the gray 
matter, whilst, if the white substance be divided, all man- 
ifestation of nervous excitation ceases. Burdon Sander- 
son has also made experiments upon this point, and has 
shown that there are points in the corpus striatum of the 
same side which correspond to those of the same hemis- 
phere. Dr. Ferrier considers that in Dr. Sanderson’s 
experiments only a medullary corresponding to the cor- 
tical centre is removed. Nothnagel, from experiments 
on the thalami optici, has come to the conclusion that they 
have no relation to voluntary muscular movements, nor 
to the general sensibility of the skin, but that they are 
immediately connected with the muscular sense. It is 
pleasant and encouraging, in connection with the subject 
of Physiology, to call to mind the meeting of the Rus- 
sian Association for the Advancement of the Natural 
Sciences, held at Kasan, a flourishing city in the very 
centre of European Russia, on the Velen, which pos- 
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sesses a good university. Physiological subjects figured 
largely in the discussions. We may mention especially 
Dr. A. Schakowsky’s paper on the Amount of Fat in 
Human Milk, averaging 3 per cent., and the striking 
reduction in the amount produced by a strictly vegetable 
diet, till it fell to 0.8 per cent. ; Prof. Kowalewsky’s 
paper on the Mechanics of the Movements of the Bile ; 
and the paper of Dr. A. Troitzky, of Kasan, on a method 
of estimating the rapidity with which a stimulus is 
propagated under different temperatures, and with vari- 
ous strength of exciting currents. The maximum rapid- 
ity of propagation of stimulus is between 68° and 50° F. 

The experience of the year has shown that Esmarch’s 
plan of preventing hemorrhage is capable of general ap- 
plication with advantage, and it has been almost univer- 
sally adopted. Dittel’s elastic ligature for the treatment 
of fistula’ in ano has been lately highly praised.by Mr. 
Allingham, who has treated a number of cases with it 
satisfactorily. An interesting correspondence took place 
in our columns in January as to the credit of priority in 
the use of the elastic bandage and of the elastic ligature. 
According to our correspondent, Dr. Gesualdo Clementi, 
of Naples, Dr. Grandesso Silvestri, of Vicenza, used the 
elastic ligature in 1862; and heand Professor Vanzetti, 
of Padua, together used and described the elastic bandage 
very much in the same way as Esmarch. The subject of 
bloodless surgery, by means of the galvanic cautery, has 
been discussed atlength by Dr. Bryant, and the introduc- 
tion of a new and constant battery with carbon and 
bichromate of potash for its elements, seems to remove 
one of the difficulties hitherto in the way of the general 
adoption of the plan. In connection with the subject of 
Pyzemia, we may refer to Mr. Lister’s practice, as report- 
ed upon by Mr. Gamgee, which serves to illustrate the 
proverbially diverse effect produced by the same series of 
phenomena in different minds. ‘The treatment of Syphilis 
was the subject of an address to the Hunterian Society by 
Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson, who proved, we imagine, to 
the satisfaction of all candid inquirers, that mercury is 
the remedy for that loathsome disorder. The subcutane- 
ous injection of mercury was the subject of an interest- 
ing communication by Mr. Cullingworth, but the method 
is one which has hitherto found little favor in this country. 
Sir William Fergusson has introduced a modification of 
the method of operating on cleft hard,palate, which seems 
to promise well ; and the same eminent surgeon was able 
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to relieve public and private anxiety as to the identity of 
Livingstone’s remains by the recognition of the united 
fracture of the humerus. Mr. Teale has called attention 
to the operation of ovariotomy in exceptional cases; 
Mr. John Wood has contributed to the literature of tho- 
racentesis, and Mr. Reginald Harrison to that of puncture 
of the bladder by the aspirator. The recent lecture on 
American Surgery by Mr. Erichsen has set before us 
many points of interest in connection with the surgery 
and hospitals of the United States; and Dr. Buchanan’s 
introductory address served to illustrate the activity of 
our northern brethren. Amongst the feats of surgery for 
the year, we may mention Billroth’s total extirpation of 
the larynx and epiglottis for carcinoma—the second oper- 
ation of the kind which he has performed ; also his see- 
ond complete removal of the thyroid gland, and the 
extirpation of a fibro-cystic tumor of the uterus, weighing 
sixteen pounds, with the uterus and its appendages, 
followed by recovery, by Dr. E. H. Trenholme, of Mon- 
treal. The ‘‘ Lancet”? of July 25th, sets forth that Dr. 
Henry Harland, of Wadhurst, Sussex, had extricated a 
Waterloo bullet from the hand of James Jenner, aged 
eighty-three. The said bullet had been in the veteran's 
‘ hand fifty-nine years, and had_ become inconvenient to 
him at his work as a gardener! Our pages have contained 
many illustrations of the happy use of the aspirator in 
tapping the pericardium and other cavities, and Dr. Mac- 
lean speaks of the pus let out of livers at Netley by this 
instrument in a summer as measuring hundreds of ounces. 

Of papers of importance at the Medico-Chirurgical 
Society, those by Dr. Cunningham on Recent Experience 
of Cholera in India, and by Surgeon A. Hall on the use 
of Chloral subcutaneously injected in that disease; by 
Mr. Mahomed on the Prealbuminuric Stage of Bright’s 
Disease ; by Dr. George Johnson on the Laryngeal Symp- 
toms produced by Pressure on the Vagus and Recurrent 
Nerves,—may be noted. Much valuable matter has been 
brought forward at the Medical Society, which shows no 
signs of decay; and we must not omit to mention the 
able Lettsomian lectures delivered before the Society by 
Dr. Broadbent, on the subject of Syphilitic Affections of 
the Nervous System. The most important papers at the 
Obstetrical Society have been those of Puerperal Throm- 
bosis, by Dr. Playfair, and on the Relation of Flexion 
and Congestion of the Uterus, by Dr. John Williams. 
We may note also a discussion at a special meeting on 
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the admission of ladies as members of the society, which 
resulted in a decision adverse to the proposal. 

The summer months brought the usual pleasant gather- 
ings of scientific societies, in which not a few of our breth- 
ren seem to find their holiday. The meeting of the Brit- 
ish Medical Association at Norwich was large and suc- 
cessful. The addresses were of a high character, and the 
Society of the old city was full of worth and hospitality. 
Amongst the distinguished foreigners was M. Magnan, 
who assayed to illustrate on dogs the different action of 
alcohol and absinthe, and in so doing involved some of 
the spectators in a criminal prosecution, at the instigation 
of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

The meeting of the British Association at Belfast was 
presided over by Professor Tyndall, who lauded matter 
in such terms as to offend the sensitive religious minds of 
the Irish. He indicated that he saw in matter promise 
and the potency of all things. It is only fair to add that 
he has since confessed that when he looks abroad on the 
beauty of the universe, he cannot resist the feeling that 
there must be some Being superior to it and more famil- 
iar with it than he himself. Andso we think, We have 
great regard for Professor Tyndall and his colleagues of the 
British Association ; but we trust. that there is a Being 
somewhere in the wide universe to whom even the know!l- 
edge of our wisest savans appears very elementary. Pro- 
fessor Huxley’s address in Physiology on the Hypothesis 
that Animals are Automata, and Dr. Hooker’s on the Car- 

‘nivorous Habits of Plants, Professor Redfren’s paper on the 
Effects of Ozone on the Animal Economy, Professor 
Cleland’s on the Morphology of the Brain and the Func- 
tion of Hearing, Sir Duncan Gibb’s case of an old woman 
of 111, and other communications, are full of scientific or 
human interest. The Social Science Congress met in 
Glasgow. Oneof the best features of the meeting was a 
very able address from the chair of the Public Health 
section by Dr. Lyon Playfair. During the sitting of the 
British Association, congratulation and friendly senti- 
ments were exchanged with the French Association for 
the Advancement of Science which met at Lille. The 
Medical section of the French meeting was well attended, 
and the scientific work of it was good. The Public An- 
alysts are now becoming an important power in the com- 
munity. They held a meeting at Cannon-Street Hotel, on 
Friday, August 7th, and in several resolutions sho wed 
their mind on questions involved in the working of the 
Adulteration Act. 
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The General Medical Council hada long and important 
sitting in the very hot days of July, from the 9th to the 
18th. The business was opened by a very perfect ad- 
dress from Dr. Paget, the retiring President. In the pith 
of the report of the visitors there is claimed a terrible 
defect in preliminary education. 

Several cases of rheumatic fever have been published, 
in which almost every conceivable remedy has been given 
with varying success. The acid treatment and the alka- 
line treatment, quinine, iron, and propylamin, have all 
been shown to be valuable, or at least not hurtful, in 
some cases of acute articular rheumatism. The value, 
in epilepsy, of bromide of potassium in large doses fre- 
quently repeated, was illustrated in a patient under the 
care of Dr. Ransome, of the Nottingham General Hospi- 
tal. From Charing-cross Hospital we published a case 
showing the value of chloroform in chorea, and from the 
Royal United Hospital, Bath, another showing the value 
of chloral hydrate in the same affection. Lastly, we 
lately recorded a case from the University College Hos- 
pital, in which a child was shown to have suffered from 
an acne-like skin eruption, shrewdly traced by Dr. Til- 
bury Fox to taking milk from its mother, who was under 
the influence of bromide of potassium. 

In Therapeutics, interest still centres to a very large 
extent in substances which, asa matter of fact, affect the 
nervous system, such as alcohol, chloral, belladonna, phy- 
sostigma, phosphorus, etc. The value of alcohol as a 
therapeutic agent is still a much contested point. But 
we have lately had to remark on the great care and 
moderation with which it is a by the present 
leaders.of medical practice. The care with which a 
spirit ration was served out, and its effects watched, in 
the Ashantee war, made the subject very interesting. To 
say the least, the teetotalers sustained in that warfare a 
creditable amount of health, and in sickness showed a 
creditable amount of recuperative power. The Gold 
Coast campaign may be held to have proved, in the 
words of Dr. Parkes, that the rum ration should not be 
given in greater quantities than two ounces and a half per 
man daily, and that the time for giving it is not before or 
during, bat after, a march. e may hope that in the 
future the spirit ration will be, as it was here, an extra 
to be given when deemed expedient by those best able to 
judge of circumstances and the wants of men. That re- 
markable medicine, physostigma, stands credited, on the 
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testimony of Dr. Crichton Browne, at the Medical Society 
of London, with having cured two cases of general par- 
alysis. Supposing there to have been no error of diag- 
nosis, and no misconstruction of the relation of events 
in these cases, we should say that this isthe most remark- 
able therapeutical achievement recorded in the year— 
much more remarkable than the several cases of tetanus 
apparently cured by chloral. The application of the 
curative powers of this latter medicine become multiplied. 
Unfortunately the use of the drug asa tippling agent 
also increases. Several cases of poisoning by it have 
occurred. Amongst the purposes for which it is recom- 
mended, with some show of reason, isas an aneesthetic in 
labor, and as a remedy, hypodermically injected, in chol- 
era. Intwoorthree cases of exophthalmic goitre, under 
the care of Dr. R. T. Smith, very great relief and advan- 
tage were obtained by the employment of belladonna. 
The question of the use of the cold bath in typhoid fever 
has been raised by an amateur therapeutist in the 
‘‘Times ;”’ but there has been no important addition to 
our knowledge of its value. In the seriousepidemic of 
typhoid at Lyons it was used extensively, but with rather 
injurious results in the production of congestion, etc., 
and a correspondingly high rate of mortality. The bath 
used seemed to be at too low a temperature—namely, 
68° F., and the use of it was not sufficiently restricted to 
cases of hyperpyrexia. In November, Dr. Clifford 
Albutt, of Leeds, discussed the mode of death in the 
early days of scarlatina, and gave apg of the hy- 
perpyrexia as a cause of death; secondly, of the 
efficiency of cool bathing in averting the tendency to 
death. The use of ipecacuanha in the form of spray for 
cases of winter cough and bronchitic asthma is consid- 
ered by Dr. Ringer. 

Dr. Spencer Cobbold has just finished an account of 
cases illustrative of the treatment of tapeworm, in which 
he shows at once the Protean effects of this intestinal 
guest, and the efficacy of discriminate treatment. He 
evidently revels in the possession of nineteen tapeworm 
heads from eighteen patients, not only as the guarantee 
of complete cure, but as a rich accession to his cabinet 
specimens. 

Although the closing year is not likely to be remem- 
bered as one in which crime was less in amount than 
usual, there has, nevertheless, been an absence of crime 

of a sensational order. Public attention has not been 
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roused by any villainous or subtle atrocity, and medical 
jurists have not been called upon to unravel any startling 
mysteries. The For question of identity involved in 
the Tichborne trial has been settled, and perhaps we may 
go so far as to say that the Lord Chief Justice has origi- 
nated a new principle of identification by his axiom that 
however closely two persons may resemble each other 
anatomically, yet ‘‘no two persons ever were alike 
within.’’ Certain it is that his masterly dissection of the 
inward Orton, and his comparison of it with the inward 
Tichborne, served to carry conviction, when scars, thumbs, 
ears, twitchings, brown marks, and peculiarities had 
merely tended to make confusion worse confounded. 
One of the most important advances in forensic medicine 
has been made by Dr. Richardson, of Philadelphia, who, 
by applying a micrometer and the highest powers of the 
microscope, has shown thata distinctly recognizable dif- 
ference exists in the size of the blood-cells of man and 
the other mammalia. 

The science of toxicology is threatened with a severe 
shock from an unexpected source. The practice of cre- 
mation has been strongly advocated, and should it come 
into vogue there will be, of course, an end to ‘‘exhuma- 
tion by order of the coroner.’? Civil cases, involvin 
medical questions have not been numerous. Payment o 
a life policy has been refused on the ground that material 
information as to the habits of the assured was withheld, 
and although a verdict was originally obtained for the 
plaintiff, the insurance company obtained a rule for a new 
trial. The case of Simpson vs. Davey was one of a peculiar 
and distressing nature, and has roused the sympathy of 
the whole profession. Dr. Davey has had to pay £500 
damages (besides law are because, having unfortu- 
nately contracted syphilis at a midwifery case, and hav- 
ing affected with it another patient (Mrs. Simpson), and, 
further having undertaken to treat Mrs. Simpson free of 
charge till she was well, he failed to fulfill his contract. 
We would particularly remind our readers that Dr. 
Davey has suffered, not on the ground of having infected 
a patient, but merely on the ordinary ground of non-ful- 
fillment of a contract. 


The year will be remarkable in epidemiological annals, 
first, for the reappearance of plague in no less than three 
different localities of Asia and Africa ; and, next (we may 
more reasonably hope), for the cessation of the long-con- 
tinued prevalence of cholera in Europe. Early in the 
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pont year plague broke out in Mesopotamia, on the 
ower Euphrates; somewhat later it appeared in the 
Regency of Tripoli, district of Bengazi, North Africa ; 
and still a little later in Western Arabia. The scene of 
the outbreak in Mesopotamia is memorable in ancient 
history as being within the confines of Babylonia, not far 
distant from the ruins of the great city. Here, among 
the Afij Arabs, who occupy the first of the great marshes 
which exist on the east bank of the river, and of which 
a series extends to the junction of the Euphrates with the 
Tigris, the disease appeared. Spreading from the marshes, 
it extended along both banks of the river, attacking the 
different towns and villages as high as Hiliah. Traveling 
westward, also, it passed the marshes of Hindieh, on the 
west bank of the river, the scene of the outbreak of 

lague in 1867, and attacked the two cities, sacred to the 

hiite Mahomedans, of Meshed Ali (Nedjef) and 
Meshed Hussein (Kerbela) on the border of the great 
Arabian desert. Itis estimated that this outbreak carried 
off 4,000 persons out of a erm of 90,000. The out- 
break of plague in North Africa was first recognized at 
Merdj, a village twenty hours distant from Bengazi. It 
is stated to have appeared first among a Bedouin tribe 
encamped near the village, then to have extended to the 
village, and to have subsequently spread among the 
tribes inhabiting the district. Here the outbreak was pre- 
ceded by and occurred at a time of famine, and when 
the country about Merdj had been converted into a vast 
marsh by a protracted rain. A French physician, Dr. 
Laval, unfortunately contracted plague in investigating 
this occurrence, and died from the disease. The outbreak 
is now reported to have ceased, but the loss of life it has 
caused is not yet known. The district of Bengazi was 
affected with plague in 1851. The scene of the outbreak 
of the plague in Western Arabia is in the mountainous 
Assyr district, North Yemen. Here, also, it is stated, in 
a recent report, that the disease is at anend. This out- 
break would seem, so far as is yet known, to have been 
very circumscribed, but of its nature no doubt appears to 
be entertained. Plague, it is said, had not been known 
in Yemen since 1816 until this appearance. 

The probable cessation of aaes on the Continent 
relieves Europe from an incubus which has been weigh- 
ing heavily upon it for ten years. The disease has been 
uninterruptedly present in Europe ever since its exten- 
sion from Egypt to the southern coast of the Continent 
in 1865. 
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Port Sanitary Authorities are increasing in number and 
importance, and their influence in checking the importa- 
tion and perpetuation of epidemic diseases is being 
acknowledged and appreciated. The systematic inspec- 
tion of vessels immediately after arrival, the removal and 
isolation of the sick, the examination of the drinking 
water, the closet accommodation and state of bilges, the 
disinfection of the clothing, the inspection of foul cargoes, 
and other miscellaneous duties, are found to be within 
the scope of work of a port medical officer. At the be- 
ginning of the current month a large body of Russian 
and German emigrants imported small-pox into the 
Thames, and, although the sick and suspected were at 
once separated from the healthy, the latter proved to be 
infected, and took the disease to Liverpool, where, how- 
ever, it was successfully circumvented by the local 
authorities. The half-yearly reports issued by the Cor- 
poration of London, as sanitary authority of the port, 
show the large amount of sanitary work that has to be 
done on this as on other rivers. Scurvy has exhibited a 
slight tendency to increase in our mercantile marine. 
Seven official inquiries have been held by the medical 
officer of the Board of Trade during the year on account 
of outbreaks of this disease; and in one of these the 
master of the ship was prosecuted and fined for non-com- 
pliance with the sanitary clauses of the Merchant Ship- 
ping Act. Some progress has been made in the ventila- 
tion of ships of all classes ; and much attention has been 
directed to this important subject, chiefly with reference 
to ironclads and to school ships. 

The Sanitary Commission during the year has issued 
twenty-one reports—viz., four on the causes of certain 
outbreaks of fever, six on the drainage and general sani- 
tary condition of important towns and districts, and 
eleven on sanitary matters of general interest, such as 
inquiries into the condition of the dwellings of the poor, 
and the influence of chemical manufactures on health, ete. 
The outbreak of typhoid fever at Cambridge was the sub- 
ject of our first report. The disease appeared late in the 
autumn of last year, and,after slowly making its way along 
a certain line of drainage, culminated ina severe outbreak 
in the new buildings of Cains College. We attributed 
the spread of the disease to the abominable condition of 
the town drains, and to the percolation of sewage matter 
into the wells; and suggested that the cause of the out- 
break at Cains College would be found in some defect in 
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the main drain, by which contaminated excretory matter 
or sewer gas had found access to the College buildings. 
Dr. Buchanan some weeks later found that a portion of 
feecal matter had been sucked up from this drain, and 
had contaminated the water supply of that part of the 
College where the cases occurred. Our inquiry into the 
health and management of the children at the Brentford 
Union Work-house, led us to the conclusion that the 
state of our work-houses is rapidly reverting to the status 
quo ante bellum 1866, and served to increase a growing 
feeling in favor of boarding out pauper children. The 
new drainage works at Brighton were the subject of a 
lengthy report. 

Although we have no such important contribution to 
chronicle this year as that of Surgeon Lewis’ very remarka- 
ble discovery of the presence of filaria circulating in the 
human blood, the members of the Indian and British med- 
ical services have contributed their quota to the scientific 
work of the year. The Ninth Annual Report of the 
Sanitary Commissioner with the Government of India 
contains a remarkable paper, illustrated by some fifty- 
nine colored drawings, on the floating bodies in the air of 
that country, by Dr. D. D. Cunningham, of the Indian 
Medical Service, who has been employed under Gov- 
ernment, in conjunction with Dr. Lewis, of the British 
army, in the investigation of cholera in India. Dr. 
Cunningham has also, in addition, made many miscel- 
laneous eroscopic observations in connection with the 
presence, development, and influence of bacteroid and 
other bodies found in the air of certain localities, and in 
that of sewers, from which he draws many interesting 
conclusions, one of whiclr is that no connection can be 
traced between the number of bacteria, spores, etc., pres- 
ent in the air, and the occurrence of disease, nor between 
the presence or abundance of any special form or forms 
of cells, and the prevalence of diarrhoea, dysentery, 
cholera, ague, etc. Dr. Vandyke Carter has prosecuted 
and published his researches into the affection known as 
mycetoma, or fungus-disease of India. A Commission 
composed of the medical authorities at Calcutta have 
instituted an exhaustive series of experiments into 
the nature and effects of Indian snake-poison, as 
compared with that of Australian snakes—the Australian 
tiger-snake, for example,—which have established the 
correctness of the results previously arrived at by Dr. 
Fayrer, and proved the inefficacy of the ammonia treat- 
ment of snake-bite. 
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The Ashantee war gave several naval medical officers 
opportunities of distinguishing themselves, and these 
received their rewards in early and well-deserved pro- 
motion. 

In surgery we have to note the issue of a third edition 
of Dr. Pirrie’s book, and a work embodying the observa- 
tions and lectures of Mr. Czesar Hawkins. We must not 
omit to mention with satisfaction the papersin the ‘‘ Lan- 
cet’ on Hospital Construction, by Dr. Sutherland and 
Captain Douglas Galton. Our tribute to the merit of Dr. 
Barne’s work on the Clinical distory of the Medical and 
Surgical Diseases of Women has been fully endorsed by 
the Profession. A new edition of Meigs’ and Pepper’s 
Diseases of Children, and Dr. West’s well-known work 
on the same subject, deserve a passing word. We re- 
viewed at much length a number of works on the Anat- 
omy and Diseases of the Ear, by Politzer, Hinton, 
Turnbull, Allen, and others. A new edition of Dungli- 
son’s. Dictionary of Medical Science, large and valuable 
as it undoubtedly is, would still be benefited by careful 
revision. In Mental Physiology, Dr. Carpenter’s ‘‘ Prin- 
ciples’’ deserves to be named as an important contribution 
to that subject. In Sanitary Science and Army Hygiene, 
we have had many works in connection with the late 
Franco-Prussian war, Lex’s and Roth’s contributions, 
and Dr. Guy’s Lectures on the Sanitary Aspects of War. 
Pettigrew on Animal Locomotion has excited some con- 
troversy. 

The Hospital Sunday movement grows and extends 
everywhere. In London, auspiciously begun in 1873, it 
expanded in the. present year, both as regards the sum 
raised and the number of contributing congregations. 

The ,roll-call reveals many gaps in the professional 
ranks. Early in the year, Mr. Wormald, senior member 
of St. Bartholomew’s surgical staff, died at a ripe age ; 
and Mr. Thompson Dickson closed prematurely a promis- 
ing career at Guy’s. Dr. Forbes Winslow had not quite 
survived his vigorous and devoted energies in medico- 
psychology when he too was summoned _ to ‘the major- 
ity.’ Medical physics owes much to Dr. Neil Arnott, 
medical diagnosis to Dr. A. Kilgour, and the limitation 
of criminal responsibility in courts* of law to Dr. Wins- 
low. The Bombay army boasts of few abler medical 
officers than Dr. John Maclennan, who discharged with 
equal promptitude and effect duties apparently diametri- 
cally opposed ; but a yet severer loss than his was that of 
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Cruveilhier. the great anatomist, physiologist and surgeon, 
a worthy disciple of Dupuytren, and long one of the 
brightest ornaments of the great Parisian school. 
‘* Literary labor,” says his compatriot and eulogist, M. 
Bardinet (himself just numbered with the dead), ‘‘ hos- 
pital practice, patients at home and abroad, faculty 
engagements, lecturing, and so on, absorbed eighteen or 
nineteen of the twenty-four hours, and this herculean 
work was carried on for many — Rarely has a man 
of science been so thoroughly kind and considerate to his 
patients ; rarely have the latter more warmly reciprocated 
a welcome so sympathizing.’’ Truly ‘‘ his works do fol- 
low him,’’ for few anatomists of the century continue to 
fill a greater or more honored place on the book-shelves 
of the learned. About the same time, England—and, in- 
deed, the whole civilized world—began reluctantly to 
persuade themselves that the mightiest missionary ex- 
plorer since Las Casas or Xavier had died in David Liv- 
ingstone—died indomitable to the last, after a life which 
more than any other, realized Arnauld’s noble rejoinder 
when entreated to rest—‘‘ Rest! we shall rest through 
eternity !’’ The arrival of his mortal part on our shores 
enabled Sir William Fergusson to identify it by the recog- 
nition of the false joint which Livingstone had asked Sir 
William to examine in London some seventeen years 


before. The honor of a tomb in England’s Walhalla, 
Westminster Abbey, was accorded to him ; but his monu- 
ment— 


“gre perennius 
Regalique situ Pyramidum altius,”— 


will be that disenshrouded Africa with its slavery sup- 
pressed and its moraland religious darkness replaced by 
Christian science. 

Dr. Anstie’s death was the cause to us of almost 
domestic grief, and threw our pages, which he had so 
much enriched, into mourning. We need not recount 
again his virtues,— 

‘*Since Heaven, what praise we offer to his name, 
Hath rendered too authentic by its choice.” 


We must here leave our attempt to exhaust the history 
of medical labor. We can only, as busy men, snatch 
fragments from the accumulating pile of the stately 
building of medical science and art. We should espe- 
cially like to have attempted to do some justice to our 
foreign brethren, and to our American—we were going to 
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say—fellow-countrymen ; but we will content ourselves 
by referring to our constant attempt to represent in our 
columns the points of all their scientific and practical 
work. Witness the Foreign Gleanings, the letters of our 
Paris Correspondent, and our frequent leaders on physi- 
ological or pathological questions. As regards our 
American friends, what English surgeon did not feel 
proud as he read Mr. Erichsen’s address, winding up 
with that accomplishment of Dr. Sayre, the removal of 
the head of the femur fifty-two times, bearing the same 
relation to Mr. Syme’s excision of the elbow that the 
Reform Bill of 1867 bore to that of 1832. Medicine is 
becoming more and more an affair of public interest. 
‘*‘ Internationalism ”’ has no dread to suggest when it rep- 
resents the discussion of sanitary questions at Vienna or 
hysiological questions at Kasan. Be it ours in the 
uture not only to hold high the domestic and social inter- 
ests of the Fileuian but also to recognize medical 
labors everywhere, whether applied to minute and impal- 
pable questions in pathology, or to those great questions 
which affect the health and happiness of communities. 


Editors’ Book Cable. 


[Norg. — All works reviewed in the pages of the Cuicaco MEDICAL 
JOURNAL may be found in the extensive stock of W. B. Kren, Cooke & Co., 
whose catalogue of Medical Books will be sent to any address upon request. ] 


Materia Mepica, FoR THE UsE or Stupents. By John B. 
Biddle, Professor of Materia Medica and General Therapeu- 
tics in the Jefferson Medical College, etc., etc. Sixth 
Edition, revised and enlarged, with Illustrations. Phila- 
delphia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 1874. $4.00. 

In this modest little volume of four hundred pages we 
have the best compendium of Materia Medica in the lan- 
guage, whether considered with reference to comprehen- 
sion or to its method. The subject matter comprises all 
that is necessary for the student to acquire, and very 
much more than one in a thousand practitioners ever 
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learns, while its arrangement is systematic, concise and 
simple. 


Tae OUTLINES OF THE SCIENCE AND Practice oF MEpiIcrng, 
By William Aitken, M_D., F.R.8., Professor of Pathology, 
in the Army Medical School, etc., etc., London: Chas, 
Griffin & Co., 10 Stationers’ Hall Court. Philadelphia : 
J.B. Lippencott & Co. 1874. $5.00. 

The medical student of the present is peculiarly for- 
tunate in the greatly increased facilities for the acquisition 
of professional knowledge which he enjoys, as compared 
to those of his predecessor of a few yearsago. Amongst 
the many books ‘‘designed for the use of students,”’ it 
would be hard to find one as comprehensive and unobjec- 
tionable as this. It isnot a ‘‘Compendium’”’ ora ‘‘ Vade 
Mecum,”’ and differs essentially from the whole of that 
class, but is really what it pretends to be, ‘‘ The Out- 
lines of the Science and Practice of Medicine,’’ containing 
what is essential for the student to know, and omitting 
much that is superfluous. 

We will, however, venture to object to the propositions 
contained in the first chapter, 7. ¢., that on ‘‘ preliminary 
definitions and explanations,’’ viz: ‘‘ Health implies that 
state or condition in which a person exists, being fully 
able, without suffering, to perform all the duties and 
functions of life, possessing the normal activity of all the 
component parts of the body. Thus many degrees of 
health are possible, from the possession of a feeble 
existence to the most robust constitution.’? The author 
desires, doubtless, to express the fact that many degrees 
of vigor are compatible with the idea of health in differ- 
ent individuals, although his mode of expression is 
somewhat paradoxical, for it is difficult to imagine one 
‘* possessing but a feeble existence,’’ and yet ‘‘ perform- 
ing all the functions and duties of life,’’ unless very 
imperfectly. 

The next proposition, i.e., ‘‘ The phenomena of disease 
are the normal vital manifestations of the body under the 
influence of some unusual, hurtful or dangerous condition, 
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which is known as the ‘ morbific cause,’’’ appears to in- 
volve a verbal contradiction. ‘‘ Normal vital manifesta- 
tions,’’ under the operation of ‘‘morbific causes,’’ must 
have already lost their normal and assumed an abnormal 
character in order to appear as ‘‘ phenomena of disease.”’ 

The next proposition in its first term is too exclusive, 
i. e., ‘* Disease is therefore some deviation from this 
normal activity of function;’’ and does not comprehend 
even the simplest manifestations of disease. The next 
term suggests as a possible, a necessary condition, 7. e., 
‘‘Tf the deviation from the normal activity of function be 
accompanied by appreciable alteration of structure, the 
disease is then said to be structural or organic,’’—and is 
moreover indeterminate in its phraseology, as the word 
‘‘appreciable”’ is purely relative, and may refer to every 
degree of perception, from the unaided observation of a 
tyro to the trained eye of the expert microscopist with 
his 1-50 inch objectives. 

The third term of this proposition involves a conclusion 
which seems utterly unwarranted by observation of fact, 
or by analogy, #.e¢., ‘‘ If there be no appreciable change 
of structure, the disease is said to be functional.’”’ No 
objection can be made to the form of the argument, but to 
the premises which involve a petitio principii. ‘‘ Function- 
al disease’ has a strange old fashioned sound at this day, 
when Beale and Frey and Richardson are demonstrating 
daily the precedence of structural over functional derange- 
ments, and illustrating with their high power lenses, 
what was already so clear to the logical mind, that func- 
tion presupposed structure, and could not be manifested 
either in its normal or its morbid phases, without corres- 
ponding pre-existing structural conditions. 

True scientific progress is always from the complex to 
the simple, from the accumulated data to the general prin- 
ciple underlying them, in view of which we have endeav- 
ored to indicate what we consider a defect in a book so 
full of merit and value, which could not fail to impair its 
usefulness to the student by the inculcation of principles 
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which scientific progress has long since shown to be only 
acceptable while awaiting the light that has long since 
dawned upon us. H. 


Fret Psospxorus tin Mepicine, with SpeciaL REFERENCE TO 
irs Use 1x Nevrareia: A Contribution to Materia Medica 
and Therapeutics. By J. Ashburton Thompson, Surgeon at 
King’s Cross to the Great Northern Railway Company, 
Surgeon Accoucheur to the Royal Maternity Charity. 
London: H. K. Lewis, 136 Gower Street, W. C. 1874. 


This work is modestly announced by the author in his 
preface as ‘‘Notes,’’ ‘“‘not so much constituting an origi- 
nal work, as containing a resume of what is known of the 
use of phosphorus in medicine, written in the light of 
considerable clinical experience.”’ 

It comprises the history, pharmaceutical preparation, 
dose, internal administration, therapeutic uses, cases of 
poisoning, and biography. 

The first chapter is purely historical, and of interest 
only in that regard. The second chapter, relating to the 
pharmaceutical preparations of the drug, has a practical 
interest. The solutions of phosphorus in the various 
oils are discussed in detail, and do not receive the author’s 
approbation, in view of the chemical reactions estab- 
lished, through which ‘‘the activity of the dissolved 
element’? may be ‘‘seriously altered, impaired or de- 
stroyed.’’ Of these oily solutions he gives the prefer- 
ence, as would be expected, to that in cod liver oil. 

Regarding the solutions in ethers, alcohol and the 
hydro-carbons, the exercise of extreme care is enjoined 
to secure an absolutely anhydrous condition in the sol- 
vent, as ‘‘the presence of a single drop of water is suffi- 
cient to throw down some of the element in its hydrated 
form and thus cast doubt on the actual strength of the 
solution.”’ 

Of these solutions, the tincture of phosphorus, prepared 
by boiling an excess of the drug in absolute alcohol, 
and diluted, for administration, with alcohol, glycerine 
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and aromatics, in such proportions that one-twelfth of 
a grain shall constitute a dose, appears to meet the 
author’s approval, while the ethereal solution he rejects, 
as nauseous, and that with chloroform, on account of the 
therapeutic uncertainty of the solvent. Of aqueous solu- 
tions he speaks thus: ‘‘Phosphorized water, however, 
is obviously a preparation too unsalable and too uncertain 
in its composition to be employed in medicine.’’ The 
use of the drug in solution, in capsules, is objected to on 
account of the solvent usually employed and the necessary 
minuteness of the dose; and to its use in pill form many 
valid objections are urged, such as the difficulty of effect- 
ing minute subdivision, liability to ignition, inequality 
of doses, and tendency to decomposition. 

The author’s investigations have led him to reject as 
inert, so far, at least, as any of the effects of free phos- 
phorus are considered, the hypophosphites of sodium and 
calcium—and this conclusion we most heartily endorse 
whether these preparations be considered in regard to 
the therapeutic effect of phosphorus, or of anything else, 
which they may be supposed to contain. 

The phosphide of zinc appears to the author to possess 
greater advantages and fewer disadvantages for thera- 
peutic purposes than any other preparation of the drug, 
and this conclusion seems to be sustained by the collat- 
eral testimony of contemporary observers. Allotropic, 
or red phosphorus, is regarded as inert except in so far 
as it may contain free phosphorus, from which it may 
be separated by careful washing with bisulphide of 
carbon. 

Regarding zinc phosphide, and other forms, the author 
formulates the following propositions : 

ist. ‘‘That solutions of phosphorus in virgin vegetable 
oils are not safe, and should therefore be entirely re 
jected.”’ 

2nd. ‘‘ That the solid form is not a perfectly safe mode 
of administering phosphorus ; it may, however, be em- 
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ployed, but should never be presented to the empty 
stomach.”’ 

8rd. ‘That the administration of the zinc phosphide © 
should be attended by the use of an acid at the same 
time.”’ 

Of the first forms he suggests no dose. In solution in 
cod liver oil he suggests the equivalent of one-twelfth of 
a grain, to be reduced, after continued use during ten 
days. As a tonic, one-fiftieth of a grain is directed. 
Of the tinct. phosphide the full dose is said to be three- 
quarters of a grain, and an average one-third of a grain 
every two, or, better, every four hours. 

In comparison with the dose of other preparations of 
the drug, the doses of the zinc phosphide here suggested 
seem disproportionately large, much larger than the 
dose of the same preparation recommended by Dr. 
Hammond, the first American authority who has experi- 
mented with it; and in view of the rapid supervention 
of poisonous effects, and their unmanageable character, 
a note of caution should be appended to this suggestion 
of the use of such large doses. 

Regarding the general therapeutic action of phospho- 
rus, the author’s observations confirm those of preceding 
observers ; the cumulative effects noticed by some, he has 
failed to observe. 

The special point of interest in the book, however, is 
the curative value claimed for the drug, in several forms 
of nervous disease, but more especially in neuralgias, for 
the treatment of which, the author regards it almost in 
the light of a specific, supporting his arguments by reports 
of many cases, of which he has tabulated fifty, the larger 
proportion of which recovered or improved under its 
influence. 

While a large experience in the management of this 
form of nervous disease, and a thorough appreciation of 
its refractory nature under any mode of treatment, will 
not permit us to accept, without a doubt, all the author’s 
deductions, it is reasonably certain that we must look to 
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phosphorus as one of the most valuable agents at our 
command for the improvement of nerve nutrition and the 
removal of morbid conditions resulting from the perver- 
sion of that process. 

In any event, Dr. Thompson is entitled to and should 
receive the thanks of the profession for this really valua- 
ble contribution to the literature of neuro-therapeutics, 
both for the matter treated and the manner of its treat- 
ment, a book which will prove well worth the time spent 
in its perusal by any one, and which no neurologist can 
afford to neglect. H. 


NomENcLATURE oF DisEasE. Prepared for the Use of the Med- 
ical Officers of the United States Marine Hospital Service, 
by the Supervising Surgeon (Jno. M. Woodworth, M.D.) ; 
being the classification and English Latin Terminology of 
the Provisional Nomenclature of the Royal College of 
Physicians, London. Washington: Government Printing 
Office. 1874. 


Dr. Woodworth has hereby added another to the many 
improvements instituted by him in the administration of 
the Marine Hospital service since its reorganization, or 


rather its organization, for before his advent it could 
scarcely be said to have had a very definite organization. 
The classification of statistics is the first step toward 
their utilization, and this classification is, frequently, 
indeed generally, embarrassed or altogether prevented 
by the absence of uniformity.in nomenclature. The 
work before us has been accomplished to remedy ‘this 
difficulty, and will permit the classification of the large 
mass of statistics, susceptible of accumulation by this 
department of the Civil Service of our government, which 
have hitherto been lost to science. 

The adoption of the Provisional Nomenclature of the 
Royal College of Physicians has some advantages, for 
while it is by no means perfect, nor even the best that 
might have been devised, it is still recognized as the key 
to so large a mass of statistics, and what it lacks in accu- 
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racy, is more than supplemented by its uniformity and 
comprehension. 


Dr. Woodworth is entitled to great credit for the 
efficient manner in which he has administered the affairs 
of his Department, of which, perhaps, one of the best 


criteria is the lack of appreciation manifested in Congress. 
H. 


It does n’t pay. 


Croup In 1Ts Revations To Tracnrkotomy. By J. Solis Cohen, 
M.D., Lecturer on Laryngoscopy and Diseases of the Throat 
and Chest, in Jefferson Medical College. Philadelphia : 


Lindsay & Blakiston. 1874. 


The above is a typical example of a most valuable class 
of works for which general practitioners can never be too 
grateful to authors, who in these records of their own 
labors and observations, collated with those of others, 
thoroughly exhaust the subject, and present its merit in 
a condensed form to their readers, who are thereby saved 
days and nights of, oftentimes, fruitless toil in the search 
after ‘‘the grain of wheat in the bushel of chaff. 

yr. Cohen’s conclusions concerning the use of trache- 
otomy in croup are summarized thus: 

1. That there are no insuperable contra-indications to 
tracheotomy in croup ; 

2. That the administration of an anesthetic for the 
purpose of controlling the child’s movements is admissible 
in performing the operation ; but that it should be used 
with great caution; 

3. That a careful dissection should be made down to 
the windpipe, and hemorrhage be arrested before incising 
it, whenever there is at all time to do so; 

4. That the incision should be made into the trachea 
as near the cricoid cartilage as possible, to avoid excess- 
ive hemorrhage, and subsequent accidents which might 
occasion emphysema ; 

5. That a dilator should be used, or a piece of the 
trachea be excised, whenever any difficulty is encount- 


ered in introducing the tube ; 
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6. That the tube should be dispensed with as soon as 
possible ; or altogether, if the case will admit of it; 

7. That assiduous attention should be bestowed upon 
the after treatment, especially that of the wound; and 
that a skilled attendant should be within a moment's call 
for the first twenty-four or forty-eight hours immediately 
following the operation.”’ 

The justice of one of the author's initial propositions 
cannot fail to be appreciated by every conservative mind, 
i.e.: ‘*Tracheotomy, in itself, does not cure croup. It 
affords a possibility of recovery by postponing, or in- 
sures it by averting, death. The course of the disease is 
continued until all its attendant phenomena have under- 
gone evolution. The surgeon’s knife merely cuts a path 
for the air to reach the bronchi in quantity sufficient to 
meet the requirements of the. respiratory process, and 
saves the muscular force exhausted in futile efforts at 
respiration through the glottis.’’ 

Dr. Cohen’s little book will become one of the classics. 
No one who has ever seen a case of croup will fail to 
derive both pleasure and profit in reading it, and no one 
who ever expects to see a case can afford to deprive him- 
self of the knowledge which he will thereby acquire. 


Tue Breatu, AND THE DISEASES WHICH GIVE IT A Fetip Opor: 
with Directions for Treatment. By Joseph W. Howe, M.D., 
author of “ Emergencies,” Clinical Professor of Surgery, in 
the Medical Department of the University of New York ; 
Visiting Surgeon to Charity Hospital; Fellow of the New 
York Academy of Medicine, ete. New York: D. Appleton 
& Company. 1875. 

It is somewhat remarkable that the subject of fetid 
breath, which occasions so much annoyance and even 
mental suffering to its victims, and disgust to all who 
come within the range of its influence, should have at- 
tracted so little attention from authors and investigators. 
Hence, a thoroughly scientific exposition of the whole 
subject, such as Dr. Howe has given us, has long been a 


desideratum. 
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The contents of the little volume before us comprise 
‘the physiology of repair, decay and respiration, fetid 
odors from emotion, from dyspepsia, from bad teeth and 
ulcers of the mouth, from catarrhal disorders, and from 
mineral poisons; the whole contained in a little volume 
of one hundred pages, which well deserve the attention 
of physicians, to whom we commend it most highly. 








H. 





Tue DisEasEs OF THE Stomacu; Being the third edition of 
the “ Diagnosis and Treatment of the Varieties of Dys- 
pepsia.” Revised and Enlarged by Wilson Fox, M_D., 
LR.UP., FRS., Physician Extraordinary to Her Majesty 
the Queen; Fellow of University College; Corresponding 
Member of the Psyikalisch-Medicinisch-Gesellschaft of 
Wurzburg; Holme Professor of Clinical Medicine, Univer- 
sity College, London.; Physician to University College 
Hospital. Withillustrations. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea. 

1875. 

















An excellent monograph concerning a class of diseases 
from which few of us frail mortals are exempt at some 
time or other in our lives, is presented in the above- 
named treatise. The author wisely takes for his point 
of departure, the proposition that pathological conditions 
are only disturbances of physiological order, and that 
no new factors are introduced. 

Proceeding from such a basis, it is scarcely possible 
to wander far from the truth,—within the limits of what 
is clearly defined in physiology. The book consists of 
two divisions, of which the first comprises the sympto- 
matology of the stomach, including the various appear- 
I ances of the tongue, derangements of the appetite, thirst, 
i flatulence, acidity and pyrosis, pain, vomiting, indiges- 
{ tion. Of these, the last four subjects are discussed 

admirably, and the chapters assigned to them are es- 
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i pecially worthy of study, as clear and succinct statements 
ni; of the true pathology of the morbid conditions which 
express themselves by these symptoms, as deduced from 
the most recent physiological data. 
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The student and general practitioner who is not per- 
fectly sure of his physiology cannot devote a few hours 
to a better purpose than by a careful, thoughtful study 
of the subject as formulated by this author in these few 
chapters. 

The second division of the book, comprising the special 
pathology of the stomach, comprehends the subjects, 
atomic dyspepsia, nervous, acute and chronic catarrh, 
ulcer, cancer, hemorrhage, hypertrophy, stricture of the 
cardiac orifice, obstruction of the pylorus, dilatation, 
softening, perforation, rupture, tubercle. All of which 
subjects are discussed in a manner which cannot fail to 
be both agreeable and instructive to the reader. The 
subject of the neuroses of the stomach, receives much 
more attention than is usually assigned to it by sys- 
tematic writers, a degree of attention which it well de- 
serves, and, indeed imperatively demands, in view of the 
very indefinite ideas which are entertained just now by 
so many physicians, of the correlation of nervous func- 
tions, and those—so-called, more especially—of organic 
life. The therapeusis here taught is rational,- and as 
free from the spirit of empiricism as can reasonably be 
expected, when the crude state of therapeutics is 
considered. 

Amidst all its excellencies, the book is not altogether 
free from defects, although they are for the most part 
trivial ; it is to be regretted, however, that the author, or 
his proof reader, should have sacrificed his diphthongs on 
the altar of the demon of willful ignorance, and thereby 
contributed to the progress of phonetic corruption which 
the English language is doomed, like all of its predeces- 
sors, to suffer. Hemorrhage has no meaning, unless one 
which is purely arbitrary; for it has no derivation, no 
philological relations; and the same may be said of 
Etiology. These are minor defects, but they nevertheless 
detract from the general excellence of the book, and 
from the scholastic merit of the author. 
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Editorial. 


Rush Medical College. 

The Annual Commencement of Rush Medical College 
was held at Central Hall on the evening of February 10th. 
The Degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred by 
President J. W. Freer upon seventy-seven candidates, 
whose names are subjoined. The Valedictory Address 
of the Faculty was delivered by Prof. Henry M. Lyman, 
and that of the Class by Dr. Henry Fritcher, one of the 
graduates. : 

An elegant gold-headed cane was presented, with an 
appropriate address by Dr. D. Ernest Sedgwick, on be- 
half of the class, to Prof. Jos. P. Ross, who responded 
in a very feeling manner. 

The Faculty, Alumni and many friends of the College 
have great cause for congratulation in the large number 
of students who have been attracted by the determined 
efforts which they have made during the last four years 
to elevate and maintain the standard of professional 
education, and the time-honored reputation of the school, 
in spite of material obstacles which, to most men, would 
have seemed insurmountable. The Faculty have endeav- 
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ored to supply the absence of imposing buildings and 
many of their comfortable accessories by an increase in 
the strength and efficiency of their corps of instructors, 
in the accuracy and comprehension of the system of in- 
struction, and_in the exercise of fidelity and zeal in 
imparting it. They could ask no better evidence that 
their efforts have been appreciated than that supplied 
by the presence of so large a number of students, and 
by the uniform diligence which they have exhibited in 
the pursuit of their studies. 

The class of 1874 and 5, stands in no respect below its 
predecessors, in intelligence, in preliminary acquirements, 
and in studiousness. Some, we feel sure, and many, we 
hope, are destined to fill high positions in the ranks of 
their profession. 


MEMBERS OF THE GRADUATING CLASS. 
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Prof. ALBERT SMITH, MD., LL. D., Peterborough, N. H. 


Ad Eundem— J.C. JOHNSTON. 





234 CHICAGO MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


We cannot better commend to our readers a new and 
excellent enterprise, in the field of Medical Journalism, 
than by subjoining, in full, Messrs. G. P. Putnam’s Sons’ 
announcement of ‘‘A Series of American Clinical Lec- 
tures,’’ which speaks for itself. 

The first lecture of the series, that of Prof. Sayre, on 
“Diseases of the Hip-Joint, has already appeared and 
fulfills the promises of the editor and publishers and the 
expectations of readers. We sincerely hope that the 
enterprise will meet with such encouragement as will 
justify its continuance and extension into a wider field. 

H. 


A SERIES OF AMERICAN CLINICAL LECTURES. 


G. P. Putnam’s Sons have the pleasure of announcing to the Medical 
profession that they purpose to commence the publication of a series of 
Clinical Lectures by representative American Medical Teachers, upon topics 
of practical interest. 

The enterprise has been suggested by the Volkmann “Sammlung klin- 
ischer Vortrage” (Collection of Clinical Lectures), which has met with great 
success, and fills an important place in the Medical literature of Germany, 
and the special value of which is well known to many in this country. 

It is intended to select for publication in the series only lectures by 
recognized Medical instructors; either Professors in Colleges, or Hospital 
Physicians, in the large cities of the United States. These lectures to be 
upon medical, surgical, and a few special topics. 

The lectures will express not only the personal views of the lecturers 
upon the subjécts treated of, but also the latest pathological and therapeu- 
tical opinions connected with these topics, and will therefore be trustworthy 
guides to practice. It is expected that these lectures, presenting in compact 
and economical shape the most advanced thought, combined with practical 
‘instruction, will be found equally valuable by advanced medical students 
and by practitioners. 

The series will be begun by the publication of one lecture each month, 
but if sufficient encouragement be received, it is proposed to make the 
issue semi-monthly. 

The lectures will be carefully and handsomely printed in pamphlet form; 
each number to contain from twenty to thirty octavo pages, which will 
be so proportioned as to leave ample margin for binding. 

For the first year no subscriptions will be received, but the lectures will 
be sold separately at from 30 to 50 cents each. 

The series will be under the editorial control of Dr. E. C. Skeaurn, who 
desires to state that he has already received the most encouraging 
support for the enterprise, and has arranged for early contributions from 
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Prof. Austin Frnt, Sr., Prof. Lewis A. Sayre, Prof. ALFRED L. Loomis, 
Prof. A. Jacosr, Prof. T. G. Taomas, Prof. W. H. Tomson, Prof. 
H. B. Sanps, Prof. W. H. Draper; all of New York. 

The first number of the series will be ready about February Ist, and will 
consist of a lecture by Prof. Lewis A. Sayre, on Disease of the Hip- 
Joint. 


In order to direct the attention of the profession, and 
through them of the public at large, to the claims of a 
class of population deserving in the highest degree 
the charity of all, we republish with much pleasure, 
‘‘an eloquent appeal on behalf of these unfortunates,”’ 
‘‘Feeble-Minded Children,’’ more especially as the case 
which constitutes the illustration of the appeal, is person- 
ally known to the Junior Editor of the JouRNAL, who 
was consulted professionally in regard to him, and who 
advised that he be placed in the Institution, where his 
improvement has been so decided as to elicit this appeal 
from the father, a worthy citizen of this city. 

We deem the very worthy character of the object, and 
our personal knowledge of thé parties, a sufficient apol- 
ogy for departing from our rule, in republishing matter 
from secular journals—the ‘‘appeal’’ having first 
appeared as a communication to the ‘Editor of the 
Post and Mail,’’ of this city. 


FEEBLE-MINDED CHILDREN. 


AN ELOQUENT APPEAL ON BEHALF OF THE STATE INSTITUTION FOR 
THESE UNFORTUNATES. 
To the Editor of the Chicago Post and Mail. 

Smr—In the Governor’s late message he recommends an appropriation for 
the benefit of the Institution for Feeble-Minded Children, at Jacksonville. 
There is a bill now under consideration in the House, making such 
an appropriation. I have a sen seven years of age in this institution. 
For years I have expended large sums of money upon physicians and 
teachers for him, besides an unlimited amount of care. We have, how- 
ever, never been able to teach him the alphabet, to play with other children, 
or to sit properly at the table. Now, after three months at this institution, he 
does all these things gracefully and well. With this experience I cannot 
find words to sufficiently commend the institution. I have no doubt, 
under its care, he will become a useful man. No one can doubt the im- 
portance of this work. It cannot be done by parents or private teachers. 
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They have not the experience or skill such ascan be found in an institu- 
tion set apart for the purpose. 

Now, notwithstanding its importance, this institution occupies small 
wooden tenements liable to fire, and poorly arranged. The buildings 
have accommodations for only eighty pupils, while there are one hundred 
in attendance. During its existence of only eight years there have been 
over six hundred applications for admission. 

According to the report of the Illinois Medical Society, a building large 
enough to equal the demands of the State should have accommodations 
for at least three hundred pupils. With the success it has already accom- 
plished, in its cramped condition, what could it not do with proper buildings 
and resources ? Why should the State not give the managers an opportu- 
nity to extend these blessings to others, and to make feeble-minded 
children able men and women, rather than consign them to the almshouseg 
for life? 

It is my earnest desire that the Legislature will make such an appropri- 
ation, and I have no doubt it would return tenfold blessings for the expen- 
diture. SAMUEL GOLPMAN, 

Chicago, Jan. 30, 1875. 


Institution for the Feeble-Minded. 


MEMORIAL OF THE ILLINOIS STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION TO THE TWENTY- 
NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Illinois : 

The undersigned would respectfully represent to your honorable body, 
that at the annual session of the Illinois State Medical Association, an organ- 
ization extending: over the entire State, holden at Chicago, in May, 1874, 
the following resolution of Dr. J. H. Hollister, of Chicago, now president 
of the Association, was unanimously adopted: 


Resolved, That. a committee of three, consisting of Drs. W. P. Peirce, of Lemont, 
Cook county; J. L. White, of Bloomington, McLean county, und E. P. Cook, of Mendota, 
LaSalle county, shall prepare and present a memorial from the Illinois State Medical 
Association to the next General Assembly of Illinois, earnestly recommending appropria- 
tions to erect buildings for the custody, care and instruction of the idiots and feeble- 
minded children of the State. 


This committee, as in duty bound, have proceeded to make investigation 
into the condition and wants of the idiotic and feeble-minded among our 
growing population; to take into consideration their number and present 
condition; and also, what steps are being taken by the State to place them 
on a level with those other children of misfortune, which it is the just pride 
and boast of our State to bring within the arms of its all-embracing charity. 

Your petitioners take the liberty to say, that in all enlightened States 
and countries throughout the civilized world, there is no class to which a 
more lively sympathy is now being extended than the one we have in view. 
That it is, indeed, the crowning triumph of the country in which we live, 
that this class, until lately abandoned as beyond hope of being raised in 
the scale of humanity, left as the prey of brutish instincts, and to remain 
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as a reproach to the species whose form they wear, can now be humanized, 
taught and educated, and, as it were, brought back to common tastes, en- 
joyments and spheres of ordinary usefulness. The astonishing success 
attending the efforts to raise and instruct this hitherto neglected class, has 
resulted in the permanent establishment of special institutions for their 
benefit, that are now universally recognized as at least equal in importance 
with any others which States feel it a duty and a satisfaction to provide. 

Institutions of this class abound in all the leading countries of Europe, 
and their success forms one of the brightest pages of the progress of human- 
ity and social science. ' 

In our own country, quick to follow the lead, and as we believe, bound 
to excel the Old World in all that relates to human progress, Massachusetts 
has already three institutions; New York two, and Connecticut, Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio, Kentucky and Georgia one each, to which is to be added the 
embryo attempt in our own State; hence the subject is no longer an exper- 
iment, but stands approved and sanctioned by the best thought of the age 
in which we live. 

As to the magnitude of this subject, we respectfully refer you to unques- 
tioned statistics. 

From returns received by the Secretary of the Board of Public Charities 
for the State of Illinois, and published in its first biennial report, there were 
reported to said board, by the physicians of the State, the names of 1,738 
idiotic persons as actually then resident in the State. This is much less 
than the actual number, for the difficulties in the way of gaining accurate 
information in relation to the defective classes of society are well known. 

Without question the idiotic at least equal if not exceed the insane in 
point of numbers, and it is safe to say that there are now in the State of 
Illinois 3,000 subjects, who, in the strict medical application of the term, 
would be classed as idiotic. 

The number of those actually fitted for instruction is indicated in the 
records of the school now in operation in Jacksonville in this State. By 
these it appears that there are now six hundred and eighty-one recorded 
applicants for admission to that institution. 

When it is reflected that these have the same natural claims for instruction 
belonging to all the children in the State, that they are excluded from ordi- 
nary schools, and must remain uninstructed except as the State specially 
provides for them, their serious claims for legislative regard become at once 
manifest. Many ebstacles exist to their admission into ordinary schools, 
for their feebler capacities put them at a disadvantage, and they cannot be 
classified with other scholars of better aptitudes. Even if they are children 
of persons in good circumstances, having considerable capacity for instruc- 
tion, motives of justifiable pride prevent them from permitting them to 
associate with other children, who so naturally make a sport of their 
misfortune. 

Many of them are found in our almshouses, where their condition is most 
pitiable, and where, from the almost inevitable liabilities of the case, they 
become subject to neglect and wrong, in some instances outraging every 
sentiment of humanity. 
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Hence neglect and brutish ignorance seem the inevitable lot of this most 
unhappy class, u~less the State includes them among the other objects of 
its care, like the insane, the blind, and the deaf and dumb, whose claim on 
the public sympathy is certainly no stronger. 

Your petitioners can point with a most pleasing satisfaction to the results 
obtained from the experiment inaugurated in the year 1865. Ithas already 
passed Beyond the limits of experiment. 

From small beginnings, and by an outlay proportionally small, it has 
taken a position seco'id to no charitable iustitution of the State, so far as 
its sphere of usefulness has been able to extend. 

Upon leased premises, with cheap and inconvenient buildings, as a tem- 
porary resort must necessarily be, and already filled to their utmost capac’ ty, 
one hundred and four pupils are congregated, and a much larger number 
are seeking admission. 

No one can visit this institution without being touched with feelings of 
gratitude, in behalf of a common humanity, that a new door is so success- 
fully opened whereby a class hitherto consigned to mental darkness, may 
find egress to those higher lights of knowledge, that our State provides for 
all its children. 

We speak the sentiments of a profession more intimately acquainted 
with all the forms of suffering humanity, and as well informed as any in 
regard to the requirements of public opinion, when we most respectfully 
yet strongly urge that the needful appropriations be at once made to put 
the measure we have in view upon a permanent footing, by the provision 
of safe buildings and other facilities commensurate with the magnitude of 
the interests involved. 

And thus your petitioners, a committee of the Medical Association of the 
State of Illinois, ever pray. 

[Signed] Wo. P. Perrce, M.D., of Lemont, Cook county. 
J. L. Wurrs, M.D., of. Bloomington, McLean county. 
E. P. Coox, M.D., of Mendota, LaSalle county. 
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E. BURNHAM & SON, 


{| mporters ; Jobbers of rugs 


Now have the Elegant and Spacious Stone Front Store, 


Nos. 52 & 54 Lake Street, 


ABOUT FIVE DOORS EAST OF STATE ST 


Occupying the BEST BUILDINC in our line in the city, and at 
LOWEST RENT, we are prepared to do business 


PROMPTLY, and selling, as heretofore, 


GOODS ONLY OF THE BEST QUALITY 
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We WARRANT our goods to be as represented, and will price mail ordez: 
wt the bottom of the market. An examination of stock and prices is solicited, 


and wil well repay large and close buyers. 


EK. BURNHAM & SON. 
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upon recei t of Publisher's Prices, as named herein, 
We assume no risk upon Mone y or Books, although out of the many hundreds of volumes 
sent by us by m«il, nune to our knowledge have been lost, 
We wilf forsird Books to all points reached by the ReGutar Express Lines, east of the 
Mississippi River, and prepay charges on the same upon receipt of Publisher’s Prices. Money tu 
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DR. GARRATT’S CONSTANT DISK 


“oor Is celebrated for curing cold rheumatism, cold or reflex neuralgia and /oca/ wead- 
ve a a nesses ; spinal, central and other nervous ills, by its steady and very mild galvanic 
eeoee: action in many fara/lel currents. 
eoee: Pa : : 
6e2 @i This clean flexible disk-pad is simply worn, is self-acting and constant. These 

'aae6 aura currents ave not felt, for the elements are arranged avalanche, and not for 

sé intensity. It has no equal for ease, safety and like good effects. Get the genuine 

DISK Disk. Large size, $2.50; Children’s, $1.50 By mail, on receipt of price, by 
A, Cc. GARRATT, M.D., 6 Hamilton Place, Boston, Mass. 


Wholesale and Retail by Druggists. In Chicago by Bliss & Torrey ; by E. H. Sargent, 
785 Wabash Avenue, and by others. 





LO PHYSICIANS. 
The object of this circular is to call the attention of the medical profession to the 


IMPROVED TROMMER’S EXTRACT OF MALT, 


a preparation, which, on account of supertor quality and cheapness, is destined to 
take the place of the imported Malt Extracts. 

The manufacturers believe they are performing a valuable service in bringing 
within the reach of American physicians a medicinal agent so highly esteemed in 
Europe ; and they challenge comparison of this extract with any of the imported 
extracts in regard to strength, purity and flavor. It consists of Diastase, Malt 
Sugar, Resin and Bitter of Hops, Phosphates of Lime and Magnesia, and Alkaline 
Salts. /t is exceedingly palatable, convenient of administration and will not ferment. 
By many American and Foreign physicians, (among the latter, Niemeyer, Trousseau 
and Aitken,) malt extract is strorgly recommended in the treatment of slow, irrita 
ble, and difficult digestion, bronchitis, consumption, the debility of females and the 
aged, and, indeed, in almost all depressing maladies, in which it has been found 
admirably adapted to building up and invigorating the system. THE IMPROV- 
ED TROMMER’S EXTRACT OF MALT is put up in pint bottles, which are 


sold at one dollar each. Dose, a dessert to a tablespoonful, best taken in a glass 
of milk three times a day. 


THE FERRATED EXTRACT OF MALT, 


uniform in size and price with the above, contains, in addition, two grains of the 
Pyrophosphate of Iron in each dose. 


PREPARED BY THE 

TROMMER EXTRACT OF MALT CO., 
FREMONT, OHIO. 

WHOLESALE AGENTS—Fuller & Fuller, Chicago, III. 


Detroit, Mich. Richardson & Co., St Louis, Mo. 
Mo. Jas. B. Wilder & Co., Louisville, Ky. 


Farrand, Williams & Co., 
Meyer Bros, & Co., St. Louis, 
Stewart & Morgan, Indianapolis, Ind. 


BELLEVUE PLACKH, 
A Hospital for the Insane of the Private Class. 


ADDRESS, 





R. J. PATTERSON, M.D., 


BATAVsA, LL 
Hours, at Chicago Office, 57 Washington Street, 1 to2 P. M. 
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Electro-Medical Apparatus 





For the BEST 


Electro-Medical : 


APPARATUS, 


Again, November 15th, 1873, the American Institute has pronounced 
Dr. Jerome Kidder’s Electro-Medical Apparatus the Best Yet Devised. 

Ge The genuine operates by the most durable and constant batteries ; and it is known by 
obtaining Dr. Kidder’'s latest published catalogue, sent on application, Dr. Kidder thanks the 
medical profession for many expressions of interest in the subject of his pamphlet on * Electro- 
Allotropic Physiology,”’ and how to construct an artificial nerve, etc., etc. 

DR. KIDDER does not make presents of machines to practitioners and then put down thei: 
names as references, but he uses a few names as references of a large number of experienced prac, 
titioners who purchase and use his apparatus; but his business is sustained by having the only 
apparatus that satisfies the demands of advanced scientific practitioners, 

hose who are familiar with those who have been induced by any means to purchase inferior 
apparatus. will now more highly appreciate the superior merits of Dr. Kidder’s Genuine Multiple 
Coil Machines, having all the currents under control, and gther means to command their perfect 


eperation, ADDRESS- 
DR. JEROME KIDDER, 
50 UNION SQUARE, 
Opposite the Everett House, NEW YORK, 


CA YBPSU BES, 


PREPARED BY 


H. PLANTEN & SON, 
Established 1836. 224 William Street, New York, 


GUARANTEEDD RELIABLE. 





PURE COPAIBA, COPAIBA AND CUBEBS, COD LIVER OIL, CASTOR 
OIL (1: DROP CROTON OIL), CASTOR OIL (1-8 GR. PODOPHYLIN,) 
COD LIVER OIL (1-2 GR. IODIDE OF IRON), SANDALWOOD 
OIL, PURE AND WITH 1-10 CASSIA, XYLOL, PHOSPHo- 

RUS IN OLIVE OIL, EUCALYPTUS GLOBULUS, 
MATICO, APIOL, 

And many other kinds, to which new articles are continually added. 


EMPTY CAPSULES (5 SIZES), especially adapted and recommended for the 
easy administration of concentrated or nauseous solid medical substances, 
as Powders and Pills. 


Detailed Lists and Samples Furnished on Application. 
SOLE AGENTS IN AMERICA FOR 
BLAIR’S GOUT AND RHEUMATIC PILLS. 
IMPORTERS OF TRUE NORWAY COD LIVER OIL. 





PORTABLE ELECTRO -MEDICAL APPARATUS 


MANUFACTURED BY 
WESTERN ELECTRIC MANUFACTURING CO., 
220 KINZIE STREET, CHICAGO. 
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We call the attention of the profession, and of the public, to the 


PORT Awa 


ELECTRO-MEDICAL APPARATUS 


Which we manufacture, and which we believe embraces apparatus 
for the production of 
All the Degrees and Varieties of Current 


Which can be of service to the Physician. 


These Machines are perfectly clean and neat inall their parts, 
WITHOUT ACID OR ODOROUS MIXTURES. 


They allow great variety of effect, and great strength of current, which can 
he used as needed, and which can be modified at pleasure. 


I. 
The Pocket Machine, with Chloride of Silver Battery. 


II. 
The Pocket Machine, with Sulphate of Mercury Battery. 


ttt. 
Portable Primary Current Apparatus, with Chloride 
of Silver Battery. 


FOR OFFICE USE, 


THE CALLAUD BATTERY, 


The form in use by the Telegraph Companies in America and Europe. 


FOR SALE IN CHICAGO BY 
E. H. SARGENT, 785 Wabash Avenue. 
HALSEY BROS., 25 East Washington Street. 
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-WEBSTER'S DICTIONARY 


— FOR — 
UST; — > ‘ od 
WEE Rent — ’ ity Medical Students and Practitioners. 


CET THE BEST. 
Webster's Unabridged Dictionary 


10, ooo WORDS AND MEANINGS NOT IN OTHER DICTIONARIES, 
3000 Engravings. 1840 Pages Quarto. Price #12. 


In the original preparation of Wesster’s Dictionary, Dr. TuLty, a physician of eminence 
and a learning, took a prominent part. In the last revision, 1864, the medical department was 
carefully revised, and, as stated in the Preface, *‘ In Physiology and Medical Science, Professor R 
Cresson Sti.es, M. D., of the Medical Schoo! of Yale College, has furnished many carefully 
considered definitions and emendations,”’ whilst in Botany, “Chemistry, and kindred Natural 
Sciences, a thorough revision, by the most competent scholars, took place. 

What volume, next to purely professional books, (and this is hardly less, medically, than a 
professional one,) is of greater and more constant usefulness to the medical student and practitioner 
than WessTer’s UNABRIDGED DICTIONARY ? 

** Excels all others in defining scientific terms.” —President Hitchcock. 

&2™ A National Standard. The authority in the Government Printing Office at Washington, 
and supplied by the Government to every pupil at West Point. 

Government Printing Office, Washington, April 23, 1873. 

Webster's Distioasey, is the Standard authority for printing in this Office, and has been for 
the ius § four years.—A. M. CLAPP, Congressional Printer. 

=” Warmly ie ads by Bancroft, Prescott, Motley, Geo. P. Marsh, Halleck, Whittier, 
Willis, Saxe, Elihu Burritt, Daniel Webster, Rufus Choate, and the best American and European 
scholars. 

A necessity for every intelligent family, student, teacher, and professional man. What 
Library is complete without the best English Dictionary ? 

LSC 


WEBSTER’S NATIONAL PICTORIAL DICTIONARY. 
1040 Pages Octavo, 600 Engravings. Price 85. 
Published by G. & C. MERRIAM, Springfield, Mass. 
2" No Physician's Library can be considered complete without a copy of Webster’s Quarto. 


For Sale by— 
erie W. B. KEEN, COOKE & CO., 113 & 115 State Street, Chicago. 





THE PHYSICIAN'S DAILY ACCOUNT BOOK. 


The attention of the medical profession is called to this standard Account Book, which has 


heen thoroughly tried by a large number of Physicians, during the past twenty years, and been 
found to combine all the advantages of other Account Books, with some which they do not pos- 
sess. It is intended as a brief and condensed, yet clear and comprehensive method of daily re- 
cording the services of the practicing physician, and of readily transferring them to the Ledger. 
A Cash Book and Ledger accompany the daily account ; but as some prefer a different arrange- 


ment in making their charges, the following kinds are furnished, with the prices annexed : 


1—Day Book (200 pp.), Cash Book (36 pp.), Index (16 pp.), Ledger (80 pp.), $4.00 
- (24 pp.), = (16 pp.), = (56 pp.), 3-00, 


se “ 


(112 pp.), 
* alone, (325 pp.) $4.00. 
** (200 pp.) 3-00. 


The Books are got up in superior style—well printed and ruled, and substantially bound in 
leather, with cloth sides. 
7" Orders, with the amount enclosed, may be sent by mail to the Publishers, and the book will 
be forwarded by Express—or by mail if thirty cents are sent to pay postage. Sample pages sent if 
desired , . : 4 
DAVID CLAPP & SON, Publishers, 


334 Washington St., Boston. 
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EBUCALYPT( 


Prepared from the Leaves of the Eucalyptus Globulus. les 


‘By PARKE, DAVIS & C€0., MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS, DETROIT. 
ia 3 es 
: We are now prepared to furnish the profession with a full supply of a reliable fluid extract of this 
Yaluable remedy, 
n) “ The Eucalyptus globulus belongs to the Natural Order Myrtacee, which furnishes the clove (Cary- 
phy!lus aromaticus), oil of cajeput (Melaleuca minor), and the pimento (Eugenia Pimenta). It is one ot the 
noblest representatives of a genus that contains upwards of a hundred species. It is oiten gigantic in size, 
Sand is impregnated throughout with an aromatic substance, which’is present, however, in smaller propor- 
tions in the wood and the bark than in the flowers and the leaves, The tree is easily acclimatized in the 
Peouthern provinces of France, Corsica, Algiers and Spain, being known in the ‘last named country under 
the popular name of the fever tree. * -* * 
_ Propertins.—Moderate doses cause a disturbance of the digestion, sometimes succeeded by a diarrhea 
in which the motions, like the eructations, recall the smel! of the eucalyptus. Large doses sometimes 
cause headache, excitement and fever, with accelerated respiration, thirst, sickness and generally sleepiness ; 
pon anemic persons, however, it acts as a narcotic, “The symptoms rarely last more than a few hours. 

“In Australia the Eucalyptus globulus is the popular remedy for fevers, and in Europe it has been 
tsed successfully in the treatment of diseases prevalent in marshy districts. .M. Gubler quotes the testi- 
‘mony of several medical practitioners, who say that it produces marvellous results in cases of intermittent 
fevers, especially obstinate ones where sulphate of quinine has been used without effect. * * — Phar. 
Four. and Trans., March 2, 1872. 

It has been recommended for, and used with marked success as a disinfectant in dressing wounds 

ulcers, purulent catarrhal affections of the urethra. and vagina, fetid breadth, and as an astringent to 
arden spongy and bleeding gums. 
-  TuerapgurTicat Apptications or Evcaryrtus Giosputus.—At the last meeting of the San Francisco | 
} Medical Society, Dr. Pignedupuytren said he had used the eucalyptus in the French Hospital for a year, 
during which time many interesting results had been noted. In March last, a hundred of the small trees 
had been planted on the Hospital grounds. They had now reached the height of seven feet. He related 
the following cases; i 

“ A man had arteritis of the leg, succeeded by gangrene, which extended so high up as to render am- | 
putation impossible. In two weeks a large ulcer resulted, whose odor was horribly fetid, Everything in 
turn was employed to destroy this odor, to no effect, At last a decoction of eucalyptus was resorted to, 
and, without exaggeration, in five minutes all fetor had disappeared, The decoction continued to be used 
with the same effect until death occurred, two or three weeks subsequently. 

“* Another man, who had been under treatment in the Hospital for two months, with extensive, deep 
ulcer from varix, of a year’s duration, had-the decoction applied to the ulcer three times a day, with re- 
markable effect. In five or six days the ulcer was entirely covered with healthy granulations, and in a 
month it was entirely well. 

“A woman had been troubled for many months with an ulcer around the orifice of the urethra, 
Tt was cauterized five times with no result, After twelve days’ use of the decoction of eucalyptus, wash- 
ng thrice daily, it was well. - 

“ Four cases of syphilitic chancres healed under the eucalyptus dressing in five or six days, without 
other treatment, These were very recent cases, or constitutional treatment would have been resorted to, 

“ He had but one case of intermittent fever to report. This had proved rebellious to quinia, and 
also to arsenic, which latter had been administered for two weeks. A three weeks’ course of the eucalyptus 
cured entirely, 

.“So numerous were the cases of bronchitis cured with the drug, that it was hardly werth while to 
Mention them.” * * * —Pacific Medical Fournal, 

EUCALYPTUS GLOBULUS,—Dr. Wooster, M. D., of San Francisco, California, submits a report of 135 cases of | 
Various diseases treated exclusively with fluid extract of eucalyptus globulus, This preparation was made by Dr, Coleman, 
Resident Physician at the United States Marine Hospital, ; 

Remittent fever: cases treated, 5; cured, 5. Intermittent fever : cases treated, 19; cured, 19. Typhoid fever: cases 
Weated, 9; cured, 9. Nephritis : cases treated, 4; cured, 35 improved, 1. Diuresis : cases treated, 10; cured, 7; improved, 
Incontinence of urin: cases treated, 3; cured, 3. Vesical catarrh: cases treated, 27; cured, 25; improved, 2. Blennor- 
thagia : cases treated, 13; cured, 10; improved, 3 Valvular disease of heart: cases treated, 7; cured, 0; improved, 7. 
Dysentery : cases treated, 43 cured, 3; improved, 1, Chronic diarrhaea: cases treated, 13; cured, 9 3, improved, 4. Gon- 
orthcea (syphilitic): cases treated, 15; cured, 10; improved, 5, Dropsy: cases treated, 6; cured, 3; improved, 3. Of the 
whole number of cases, 106 were curedsand 29 improved. " : é 

At a recent meeting of the San Francisco Medical Society, Dr. Stout exhibited an ingeniou apparatus for the inhalation 
of medicated vapors,. The medicated fiquid is kept boiling by a spirit-lamp and the vapor conducted through a tube. 
He had used the eucalyptus in this way, employing the tincture in water. It was preferable to the common atomizer, 
because of the warm vapor, which is not only medicinal in itself, but promotive of absorption, The eucalyptus he had 
found very beneficial in bronchial and pulmonic affections. : coe 
_ Dr. Pignedupuytren testified to the virtues of the remedy, which had been fully tested by himself and Dr. D. Oliveira, 
in the French Hospital, It had been found highly serviceable in affections of the larynx and of mucous membrane in general ; 

asatonic. In France it was much used as a febrifuge, and by some considered a substitute for cinchona, The leaves 

wing near the trunk of the tree were the most aromatic. A large number of the trees had been planted around the 
Tench Hospita., for sanitary and medicinal pufposes. The leaves, in drying, emitted a-large amount of balsamic exhala- 
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| Hons, capable of causing headache in persons much exposed to them, as he had experienced in hie own house,—Pacifc 
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We prepare the following FLUID EXTRACTS directly from the Green Roorts,’and can recom. 
mend them to the profession as sure and uniform remedies : 


FLUID EXTRACT GELSEMINUM.. 
FLUID EXTRACT VERATRUM VIRIDE. 
FLUID EXTRACT COTTON ROOT BARK,’ 


PEPSINE 


Under this head we offer three preparations, made by us directly from the stomach of the hog, whale | F 
| habits and food render its pepsine peculiarly adapted-to supply the needs of a weak digestive power in the /} 


man, Great care has been taken to issue uniform articles, which ‘can: Se relied upon to produce their } 
specific effects therapeutically. ‘ 
DRY PEPSINE. 

Prepared with sugar of milk to a fine powder, and assayed that five grains will digest, in an acidulaged 












sulution, sixty grains-of coagulated ‘albumen, in from four to six hours, which correspond to the digestive |} 


power of half an ounce of human gastric juice. 

LIQUID PEPSINE. 
Prepared with glycerine, for cases where it is necessary to prescribe in solution, or -with the addition a 

other agents. 

ESS. PEPSINE. ‘i 
An agreeable solution of pene where it is ad =o to secure ares in administration. 


MAAK 


We desire to call the attention of iasiclann ts to our line Sof SOLUBLE SUGAR COATED PILLS, | 
which is very complete, supplying every officinal or other reliable formula for pills, in an elegant form | 


for administration, All materials are the purest attainable, and the pills themselves divided with a 
care by hand to ensure accuracy, 
Having suceeeded after a long experience and experiment, in manufacturing perfectly so/ub/e pills, we 
would be pleased to have physicians test them on this point. 
We add a few formulas of pepsine combinations from our list, some of which are new. ; 
PIL OX GALL AND PEPSIN (Armor's) 4 1-8 grs. | 
Socot Aloes, Ox Gall. : 








Sulphate dron. Pepsin. 
Ext. Nux Vomica. 
PIL PEPSINE. AND BISMUTH, 2 1-2 grs.. 
~Pepsine I 1-2 grs. ‘ Bismuth Subcarb 3-4 gr. 
Lactic Acid 1-4 gr. 
PIL PEPSINE AND IODIDE IRON, 3 grs. f 
Pepsine 1 1-2 gr. Iodide Iron 3-4 gr. 


Iron by Hydrogen 1 1-2 gr. 5 
t 


PIL PEPSINE AND IRON BY HYDROGEN, 2 1-4 grs. 
Pepsine 1 1-2 gr. Iron by Hydrogen 3-4 gr. 


Send for a Description List of our manufactures, which will be mailed Gratis, 


PARKE, DAVIS & CO 


CSFaBETROIT,=>> 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
Fiuid and Solid Extracts, Aqua Ammonia, . 
Soluble Sugar Coated Pilis, Spirits Néitre Duic., 
Pharmaceutical Preparations, 


OBTAINED OF ANY PHARMACIST. 


>-> 















TO BE 








WEOLESALE AGENTS, 


@, BUARNHAM & Sant. 





SScHl CAGO, ILT..S—D> 








C. P. Chloroform, &:, 























